LONG AGO, the San Diego Zoo had a wombat, 
game, too e But the game long since ended, and the zoo's 
died, and all we have left is this photo, 
A wombat is roughly the 'size of a common sheep, 



once had a wombat 
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SPECIAL ED I TO R- ATTACKED— BY— RO BOT EDITION I 




Volume 11 f Mumber & May 16, 198? 

Yes, friends, your humble and gentle Editor, recently the victim of 
a vicious and unprovoked attack by an 85O— pound robot, is really quit© 
fortunate still to be alive, not to say unscathed* (Well, actually, I 
was very slightly scathed] I stepped on my own foot ge t ting out of the 
way.) And as a way of celebrating my salvation , I give you herewith 
the first COSTAGU ANA in quite some while that is not late. 

And indeed, this is COSTAGUANA, a Journal of postal gaming and 
perfunctory pontif ication, rendered unto the masses by Conrad Friesner 
"Uncle Connie" von Metzke, 4374 Donald Avenue, San Diego, CA 92117-3813, 
USA . This journal is publ ished , insofar as possible , every four weeks , 
and is available only by subac ri pt ion. The sub system works this way : 
You deposit some money with one of niy agents. They in turn will deduct 
the actual cost of production and mailing of each issue from your balance , 
and keep the books* You* 11 get issues until your balance drops below 
the coot of one issue , at which point you either renew or send a fare- 
well card* I prefer the former course . Approximate coat per issue ft 1 • 50, 
though it may vary according to pagination » 

UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES WILL SUBSCRIPTION MONEY BE SENT TO THE 
EDITOR „ I have three agents, and money must go to one of them: 

Doug Brown, PO Box 584, Penngrove, CA 94951-0584 (USA) 

Mark Weidmark, 12 East Avenue, Brockvjlle, Ontario K6V 2H? (Canada) 
Robin apCynan, Pen Pare, Gwynedd, Holyhead LL65 1PH ( Europe ) 

From this ioeue f or ward , all address labels will contain your sub 
ba lance after mailing of the current issue » If ever that balance is 
be low about S 1 .50, you know it's time to renew* 

The Edi t or * e address is ae above , and all moves ( un less o t herwi se 
noted) and editorial material muat corae to him- Uncle Connie can be 
accessed by "phone at home at (619) 276-2937* or at the office at (619) 
?-7 3-4 830 °r 27 3-120&* You are welcome to * phone moves , but I make no 
guarantees that I'll be available. As but one example , I have been spend- 
ing a great deal of time lately with the 'phone on "disconnect" as I 
run my modem ; while that's happening, you can't call ih. 

Incidentally, I will be glad to accept moves by computer; if you 
have a modem and want to fiend things through my modem, I'm game. I support 
MS-DOS, 300 baud, and you'll need to specify the time you plan to call and 
the configuration (parity, stop bite, etc.) you plan to use • 

LAST ISSUE'S "DOOHS DAY" ESSAY proved, in some respects, premature, and 
I have taken pains to notify most of you of the al t era t ions . For the 
general public, T now advise the revisions. 

1 . Owing to assistance supplied by my mother, bless her doddering 
old heart, I am now in a position to honor all existing sub credits NOW * 
Nobody has to wait. The new price (actual cost) is in force as from this 
issue, and deductions will be made from your old balance until it runs 
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out? then, and only then, will any funds you may recently have pent to 
one of my new agents be tapped „ 

2. As concerns playere in COSTA games t under no c i fcuma tancea need 
anyone feel compelled to resign merely because he/Bhe declines to pump 
more money into a sub. At the very least, 1 guarantee to supply all 
players who do not otherwise receive the magazine with game report sheets 
until the conclusion of their garae(s) - at no additional cost* If you'd 
like to sub, greatl - I'd love to have you* But if all you want to do 
is finish off your game{s) and get the heck out, then you do have that 
option, nnd it won' t coet you one cent more* 

I „| __j t 1 I 1 — 1 — I — I — I — I — I — J 

THE POLL is nearly over. If you haven't sent a ballot yet, 

do - bo now, please* Likewise the Cancer Society pledge that is running 
in tandem with the Poll, If you cannot locate a Fallot or pledge sheet, 
fir* off a note and I'll have one to you immediately. Note aleo: If 
you have already voted or pledged, but wish to revise your vote or up- 
grade the pledge, these actions are permissible also. I have ballots/ 
pledge sheets available at a noment'a notice for either action. 

PREDICTION FOR PLEDGES J Sadly, I've noticed that quite a few pub- 
lishers have sent out ballots but have not included pledge sheets. That 
makes rae think that the total raised won't be anywhere near what I'd 
hoped (T was thinking in terms of tlOOO). I now drop ray prediction to 
S600 - but I sure hope I was right the first time. 

You know - if you haven't yet pledged, but would be willing to do 
bo, you really don't have to use the 'form* supplied with the last issue. 
Just write a note. Specify the amount you're willing to pledge per 
ballot cast in the Poll (and think in terms of about 2^0 ballots or 
so cast), and then PLEASE be prepared to honor your pledge. Personally, 
I sent a pledge of 10c per ballot cast, meaning that if my prediction 
of 250 received holds, I'lf owe But please - think of the cause* 

and the urgency, and pledge some thing according to your budget. If all 
you can afford is a penny a ballot, finel That's about J2.50* and that 
is considerably better than nothing. Pledges should be sent to Linda 
Courtemanche {one of the great ladies of the Western world, if you ask 
me), 1021 Pann Circle, Apt. E-*+02, King of Prussia, PA 19**06-1f59. 

PREDICTION FOR THE POLLs You know, somehow 1 never get this right, 
but I'm going to try anyway. I never learn, I guess. 

1. Blunt Instruments 
2* Praxis 
3 . H ouse of Lords 
. Magus 

5. Europa Express 

6. * Zi ne Register 

7 . Bushwacker 

8. Diplomacy Digest 

9. Over There 
10. Excelsior 

This is not necessarily the order in which I want t hem placed ; i t 
is merely what 1 anticipate. Note that I have intentionally excluded 
COSTA (and also DIPLOMACY WORLD), both of which will probably make the 
top ten, but neither of which - In nrj opinion - ought to. Note also 
the omission of several superior efforts: PEHELANDHA, FEUILL1TON 1ST ' S 
FORUM, CANADIAN DIPLOMAT, POLITESSE - there are others I could list. 
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I suggest they will miss the "top 1 list owing to limited circulations, 
specialty interest, or (in PERfcOLANDRA 1 s case) accidental omission from 
t ha ba Hot* 

Did you notice that one of last year's big winners, IT'S A THAP, 
i b nowhere mentioned? That was in ten t i onal • 1 cannot say why , but I 
have a "gut" feeling that - just as DIPLOMACY WORLD is going to get 
undeserved kudos - IT'S A TRAP is going to get undeserved short -shrift . 
Remember, this is a feeling; I cannot list a batch of logical feelings 
for it t and I certainly hope I'm wrong, since I love the thing. There's 
just some little bug that keeps telling me that a 'sine running a soccer 
league is going to lose votes in this Poll merely because of the aaeo- 
c iation. Too bad* But then again, maybe (I hope) I'm wrong, because 
S teve *s produc t io an unq ualified gem. 

Two final notes: (1) I note that Dick Hartin has the eame pre- 
dictions as T for the first-place finisher. BLUNT INSTRUMENTS, which 
appeared out of nowhere a few months ago, ie quite probably the most 
astonishing thing ever seen in this hobby. The editor imparts a wide 
range of interests, and writes about them with sophistication and 
impeccable literacy. The physical appearance is darned close to pro- 
fessional (which ia to say, utterly gorgeous). And the editor, one 
Miecsyslav Geryk, is a bloody IMMIGRANT - a young gent who, for the 
first 2/3 of his life, didn*t even speak Engliehl T mean, I'm sorry, 
I know I put my heart and soul into COSTA, and I know a lot of other 
people treat their own productions with the same loving intensity - 
but, my GodJ, we cannot possibly match such a phenomenon! (2) For 
my predictions for Places 2, 3 and I have sorted them quite randomly. 

Each ia a towering giant with a special personality unmatched by anything 
else in the hobby. HOUSE OF LORDS, a 'sine without games, has on the 
one hand the finest graphics ever put forth in this hobby, and on the 
other hand tho most vital, interactive readership exchange seen in years. 
HAGUS may lack the graphics perfection, but it's still a real beauty, and 
it represents the ultimate in shared personality - not just the two 
young editors, but the readers, the guest-GMe (Don Williams does the 
funniest eubzine in history!) - this isn't a 'zine, it's a happening. 
I only regret that it doesn't happen more often. And then there is 
PRAXIS. {Thank God!, there is PRAXIS!) I struggle at this moment for 
appropriate chichfis - but even were I to find them, they would remain 
merely that - cliches. It is not possible to impart a sense of PRAXIS 
in a third-party manner. One must experience the mind of the editor, 
the literacy, the overwhelming breadth of interests, the instinct that 
turns a me re phrase to an e v en t . . . . 

If one were to subscribe to any of these gems, ?,nd later express 
disappointment, I would brand eaid one an idiot. BUT. In all three 
cases, one must want to read. These are not 'lines for people who have 
to look in the 'phone book for the location of the nearest public library. 
They are only for people who have active brains, and comprehend multi- 
syllabic words, and concomitantly suffer from that rare but powerful 
malady known as * humanity , * 

bl.UNT INSTRUMENTS: Bruce Geryk, 57^8 S. olacketone Ave,, ^306, 
(Jhicago, 1L 6o6 37 

HOUSE OF LORDS ; Rick Martin, 26 Orchard Way N._ RockviUe, MD 

208^4 



MAGUSi riteve Un^ley, 2296 Eden Roc Lane, 



#1, Sacramento, CA 



PHAXIS: Alan Stewart, 702-25 St. Mary St*. 
Canada M^Y 1 R2 



Toronto, Ontario, 



/; /; /; /; /; /; /; /; /\ /\ /i /; /; /t /i /i /t /; /; f\ /% /\ /\ /( 



ABOUT THAT ROBOT ATTACK : Yes, in fact, I really was assaulted by a real 
robot. It happened on Hay First* I wan engaged in a special assignment 
at work involving a f inane ial audit of the man who has charge of all the 
post-office-owned a tamp vending machines in this city. One of them is 
located in the H..S. Navy facility known as "NOSO" - NgVsl Ocean Systems 
Command, a tap-aecret facility engaged in research on underwater weapons 
and demolition, I came into this facility intent merely on counting a 
bunch o f s tamps in a vending machine , but hal f way through the audit I 
was pu lied up short by the a r filed es C Ort I had {for security reasons ) — 
he suddenly touched my shoulder and said quite forcefully, "Hove to 
the wal 1 , he re c oxnes the robot t" I t urned i n surprise and noticed t hat 
everybody alee waa up against the wall, and about 100 feet down the hall 
was the most astounding thing I , ve ever seen - a metal box on wheels, 
with a flashing red light on top and a dozen trays sticking out on all 
sides. It was unaccompanied , and there were no rai 1 tracks in floor or 
ceiling, and yet the thing was moving I I e tared , and it moved, and I 
s tared s one more , and it moved some more t and somebody said, 11 You better 
ge t out of the way ! rt But T didn't — I et ood there, mid— a isla , want i ng 
very much to see what thio thing was • When i t was abou t 25 feet away , 
my armed escort literally grabbed my arm and dragged me out of the 
aisle - and the box on wheels zoomed past, completely oblivious to the 
presence of human beings all around* 

Apparently the thing is programmed to move specified distances - 
from one office door to t he ne x t — and sound a busier announc ing itself. 
HoMever, it ie not equipped with any sensors to indicate obstructions. 
Thus, if you're in the way when it zooms past , it will li t e rally run you 
ove r. I later asked my escort if anyone had ever been inj ured ; he sa id, 
"I don't know," but I noticed that he averted his gaze and quickly went 
On to another topic » 



////////////////////////////////////////// // 



So here I was, peacefully typing this and listening to Michael Haydn 
Fi f t h , when Eric ran in and announced, "Daddy? Do n't go in the forest, 
or the Wood-Monger will get you 1 " 

"The Wood-Monger?" I chirped in startlement. 

"Yest Rut don't worry, you can come to my palace and be safe! I 
have two dops, actually*" 

I followed Eric to his palace. - a stack of every box and crate in 
t he house, cove red with blankets and pillows* There in fron t were two 
stuffed dogs. And, a foot or so away, was the Wood-Monger - a clothes- 
bog in the shape of a S tegosaurus (which Eric in formed me was really 
"two bears") • 

Did we have this kind of imagination when we were young? 



I do wonder.... 
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THE HOBBY ACROSS THE POND 

As many of you know, I * m very fond of British 'zines* So are some 
ot he re among ub, and one pe re on who par t ic ularly piqued my interest was 
Derwood Bowen t who related his struggles to get even one copy of one of 
the better Bri t ish e fforta, So, several months atfo t T packaged up h oma 
older issues and sent them on, and asked if he* d care to review them. 
He responded { last Novembe r ! ) with the f o 1 lowing first installment of 
what 1 hope will prove to be a series - and 1 promise, Derwood, T won't 
push you into the wings again I 

I should note in advance that, among the things 1 sent were copies 
of HAD POLICY , my own long-time favourita . Un fortunately, I eent him 
c opies produced when the Edi tor was going through some severe personal 
trials, thus they were drastically reduced in size and content* Things 
are better now a but when Derwood wrote this, he didn * t know that . 

Okay, Your turn, Der • 



Mud Policy by Richard WaJkerdme 1.5 Offley Roud. H'lchm fleris SfiS .? \J. 

Conrad raved about this one So 1 thought I d check it out Now. 1 mu:i 
admit thai f eipected a world healer. Costaguana is the standard hy vtmh 
I was judging this If Uncle Connie says il is yood. I am expecting 
something along the lines erf" Costaguana f was disappointed 11 I hud just 
received a copy or two of the darn thing, I certainly would noi have hud 
such high expectations But, unfortunately for Mad policy. ] expected a 
British Gosiaguana Having said all this, I shall try u> review ihe thiny as n 
is, and not as I expected it to be 

The British hobby, like the American hobby, has it s share of inside 
material. There are Lhmgs in Mad Policy lindeed in the other British *.ines 
as well I that refer to people or events which are assumed to he common 
knowledge I am sure thai as 1 follow the British hobby 1 will pick these 
things up Rut right now, some of the stuff is lost on me. This is not a 
complaint I am only staling a fact which anyone who is interested in 
participating in the British hobby might want to be aware of 

Now the zine itself Richard has a good sense of humor and \> aciuallv .i 
good writer The latest issue has a humorous little piece done as j lake < n 
un Lord of the Rinys The ieiter column is guile yond J hey di^<-uss varioir 
and sundry issues 'computers, the Gladys Poll I There are It us ol carries 
He did a review of a concert in one of h*s issues if,)ueon. Status i.iuo and 
I NXS \ If you ure looking for io>ud letters, some humornus u r iiifi^ and 
Karnes, give this one a try. f have signed on for a sub so F M be in U>r the 

IU \ l •i-r: \ L.M L : I ij-MH 1 :. 
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)cn, cf i if. nit * "rln-. c i" H-^fTSrin .1 J i'Hin Kd Hi: h"p^'in LirtM^I 1^ ' *m - 

("•lover Ro^erson is tine ut Cathy Ozofc s [avonles, so I am glut! thai 
Conrad included iwo o| hi? in Ihe packet he sent me 1 1 is style of wrilint: is 
unique He has his own expressions, and use? slanfc unl amiliar to me I 
expect thai I would eventually catch on 1 like this fine d lover is into 
music, and there are discussions about various and sundry groups und 
artists here There is a portion ol inside s.tul'1 here. loo, but [ expect I oin 
catch i»n T u in ^nin^ lo sun to this one myself 



((Ab I said, I'm sorry Derwood • e first impression of MAT) POLICY wan 
a weak one , and that * s entirely ray fault • I suspe c t he 1 a much happier 
with the Issues from his sub than with t h ope samploB I sent,,,, 

((Next time, I hope we'll have mor* ( Der? ) - I'd like to see hie 
impressions of such giants as WAR AND PEACE, C'EST MAaNIFlQUE* etc.)) 



FECfcNT EXCHANGES on computer with n new friend, John Francis, have led 
me to the following Beat Versions of the Bruckner Symphonies list: 

F Minor (Study-Symphony): London Sym. ? Schdnzeler + 
Symphony #0 - Concertgebouw, Hal t ink 

Symphony #1 - Vienna Symphony, Adler (Vienna version) % 
Vienna Symphony, Andreae (Lina version) % 

Concertgebouw, Joe hum 

Cleveland Orch*, Szell (orig* vera! n) 

- Vienna Symphony , Adler (revised version) % 

Symphony - Munich Phil*, Inbal (orig* version) + 

- N. Y . Phil » , Wal ter ( rev iee d/ final version) 

- Vienna Phil., Knappertebuach ( Loeve version) % 

Symphony #5 - Philharmonia , Kleraperer ( orig. version ) 

- V i enna Phil . , Knappertobusch (Schalk ve ra ion) 



Symphony #2 
Symphony #3 



Symphony #6 
Symphony #7 
Symphony #8 



Philharraonia , Klemperer 

SUddeutfiches Rundfunkorch . v Hoe baud % 

Munich Phil., Inbal (orig. version) ■*■ 
Concertgebouw, Van Beinutn (revised version) % 
Munich Phil., Knappertgbuech (Loewa version) 



Symphony #9 - N » Y » Phil*, Walter (orig. version) 

- Vienna Symphony , Aciler ( Loewe ve re ion ) +% 



*■ — Unique performance 
% - Monaural only 
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PLEA^L NOTE that this issue will be rather Gtream-of-coneciousnesa in 
order to use everything 1 wan t to use, as it comes to my at tent ion from 
aorti ng my old boxes of ma t e r i a 1 . Thufi t we now switch to 

BRIAN LONGSTAFFl "Kurt Waldheim: Ho proof has ever been offered that he 
wae a participant in Nazi atrocities against Yugoslav partisans. The 
German paper that claims to have uncovered t h is in f o rme t i on is we 1 1 known 
for slinging mud on rumour alone - without proof. 

"More f ri gh t e n ing is the f ac t t ha t the Nat i onal Socialist Par ty ia 
making a comeback in Germany - and England! J I " 

< ( Wy point precisely about the resurgence of the Nazi party - if 
we don't keep hammering away at the truth of the Holoqauet, some o f 
these nuts are going to gain a real foot-hold, and then - here we go 
again! Similar groups have been extant in America for quite some while; 
there is an American Nazi Party and various neo-^'aecist white supremacy 
groups; there ia also an institute in Los Angeles, calling itself the 
Found at i on for Historical Ac curacy or something eq ua 1 ly asinine ( which 
spends its time trying to prove that there never was a Holocaus t , t ha t 
SEfltrt i ons of nix mi 11 1 on dead J eve ia me re ly Cooimuni e t propaganda 
designed to help enslave us all*... 

((I've no idea how much credence you Brits - or the Germans - place 
in. such nut -groups. Over here, they are almost universally laughed at. 
They have a few followers, and it is well worth being wary of them, but 
in the main they are eo outrageous in their claims that they attract only 
the kind of nut— case who would be over the edge any way a 

( ( As to Pres. Waldheim, the evidence thus far is admittedly circum- 
stantial, but it mounts by the day. Thus far, however, there is nothing 
conclusive to brand him an actual War Criminal* The biggest problem 
thus far encountered is the nagging question: If Waldheim's record 
was a blameless one in atrocities, why did he consider it necessary to 
lie about it? He claims he waa hoopi tali zed for injuries during the 
period of cited atrocities against Greek and Yugoslav Jews and Partisans* 
It has now been conclusively proved that he was not in hospital, but 
was present and active on the staff of the General who was eventually 
executed for those atrocities - Gen. Alexander I.ohr. This still does 
not make Waldheim a war criminal, but it ie a very suspicious series of 
lies and revelations, and I kind of think that had nr. Waldheim been 
honest from the outset, the mat t er would hav e died a quick and uncere- 
monious death. Hoisted on his own petard, eh? 

((Only once has Waldheim actually been listed as a war criminal. 
That was in 19^7, by the resurgent Yugoslav government, which as a matter 
of c ouree listed every German known to have been in the coun try at the 
time of any conceivable atrocity. Thousands upon t houea nds o f namee 
were on that 19**? list „ ranging all the way down to privates and mess 
orderlies - eventually they were winnowed down to rational proportions, 
and Waldheim did not appear on the revised lists. Further, it mue t be 
noted that YugOBlav authorities knew full well of the presence of his 
name on the 19^7 at the time Dr. Waldheim was elected U.N a .Secretary- 
General, and chose to ignore the fact; there is absolutely no indication 
of any hanky-panky in this regard. Yugoslavia knew, felt it was moot, 
and proceeded to co-sponsor Waldheim 1 s nomination. 
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((I suggest that the full Waldheim story is a lotiR w^y from resolution. 
In the meanwhile, however, it mi K ht be instructive to present the following, 
which my Triend flene fianger generously pve me. It is reprinted from the 
newsletter of the Documentation Center of the League of Jewish Survivors 
of Naziiam, dated 31 Jan. l9S7t and was written by Simon Wiesenthal : 

m pkhsonal comments on the ca^k ok rm. kuht waldheim: 

1 must presume that my position on the case of Waldheim wan not under- 
stood by some of my friends. When the "Waldheim Case" wpg brought up, 
I did not initiate itj it was the product of a short interplay between 
a few members of Austria's Socialist Party and representatives of the 
World Jewish Congress. Thutj, the WJC called Dr. Waldheim a war criminal in 
advance, and presumed that behind the untruth Waldheim told about his 
military career they would find the proof for crimes committed which they 
were sure existed. Now the World Jewish Congress was forced to put out 
its feelers everywhere in other to get proof for Waldhaim's guilt, and 
they really did receive a number of records and documents which had been 
signed or initial led by Waldheiia. 

But not a single document has been found in which there is proof of 
the accusations that Dr. Waldheim committed, ordered or suggested crimes. 
And Dr. Waldheim lost his credibility because of his assertions that he 
had known of nothing. 

When the World Jewish Congress disclosed that the Yugoslav govern- 
ment had put Dr. Waldheim on the List of Suspected War Criminals which 
had been deposited at the United Nat i ona end of 1 9**7 t I made an appeal 
to the Yugoslavian fovernment at once to publ ish all records on Dr. Wald — 
heim still available in Yugoslavia* I repeated this request twice and 
during a vis it in New York 1 had the opportuni ty to speak with the Sec— 
retary General of the United Nations, Mr* Pfirez de Cue liar. He assured 
me that he , too, would make a request to the Yugoslavian government to 
publish all available records on Dr. Waldheim. Unfortunately, h±B inter- 
vention remained unsuccess f ul as well, Yugoslavia re fused any such action . 

In an interview with the Austrian weekly magazine "Prof il," the 
Director andj the Secretary-General of the World Jewish Congress threatened 
the Austrian people with "Six Years of Bitburg" and all persons carrying 
Austrian passports trouble ahead in case T>r . Wa Id heim should be elected* 
Collect ive threats are incompatible with Jewish ethics, and they ignore the 
fact that for 2000 years Jews have been victims of collect ive threats and 
collective accusations* This threat by the WJC caused a wave of ant i- 
Semitism which had not been anticipated in New York. After all, today 70% 
o f the Austrian population was born after the war or were little children 
when the war was over. Thus, we received telephone calls and letters from 
many young people; they especially could not understand why they were being 
threatened. Some of them emphasized that their parents had not been NaziB 
as well. Not only our office, many other Jewish organisations received 
letters with these questions, and the anti-Semites and neo-Nazis made use 
of it. T myself was asked about niy posit ion on collective threats, How, 
anybody familiar with me knows that I believe only in indiv i dual guilt , 
not collective guilt, and I share this opinion with the whole civilised 
world . When t he Vie nneBe Jewish Commun i t y alerted t he Worl d Jewish C on^resa 
on the results of their remarks , they were informed that they and their 
7 , OOO members might as we 11 emigrate from Austria.,,, 

( Five months after the elections, the Israel i Ministry of Justice 
came t o a C one 1 us i on in the C our Be Of a question-a nd — answer pe ri Od in the 
Israeli Parliament, on the basis of even more documents. The Israeli 
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public prosecutor's office announced that if Dr. Waldheim lived in Israel 
he could not be accused on the available evidence,) 

Dr. Waldheim did not tell the truth; he kept silent about his two 
years ' military service in the Balkans, covered up his membership in the 
Student Union and the £A Horse riding Corps , and only later re luc tan 1 1 y 
corrected his statements ; he claimed that he had not known about the 
deportation of the Jews from Salon iki - carried out, by the way , by 
tichmann • a bureau - all these facte led to the point where Dr« Waldheim 
became not credible. But all that does not make him a war criminal, for 
a war criminal is a murderer. Until today a lot of documents on Dr. 
waldhe i n had been found , mos t ly niili tary doc urnen te , but military bureau- 
cracy uses its own language which people who speak German still might not 
interpret right. Therefore I suggested that an international panel of 
mili tary historians from seven countries (USA, Great Britain, Israel, 
Austria* Germany, Yugoslavia and Greece) should analyze these documents. 
They should examine them and then come to a conclusion. Should they 
resolve that Dr. Waldheim is guilty of crimes, that he had committed, 
ordered or suggested them, then I &b an Austrian citizen would 1 urge the 
elected President to resign from his post. 

There is no justice without the truth. During more than four decades 
of ray work, I have never accused anyone without proof in the form of 
wi t nesses * test imoni ee or documents. I accused none if I did not have 
proof againet him* For this atti tude I have obtained my reputation, not 
only to the Jews, but also to the historians, the judges, the public 
prosecutors of many countries, and in the public opinion* 

((And b powerful statement this is indeed! Dr» Wieeenthal is quite 
correc t % he has an unblemishe d reputation for demanding t ruth and proof 
before hie efforts will be channeled against an accused criminal. He 
has gained his reputation Justifiably! there are those who would kill 
every suspected war criminal and be done, but Dr. Wiesenthal hae spent 
forty-odd years teaching moderation and respect for ABSOLUTS PROOF. 
Now, answer me this; If you had been confined to a Nazi death camp, 
had aeen your family gassed or shot, had bar*ly survived the war as a 
mere relic of humanity - could YOU adopt his incredible reserve?)) 

// // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // 

QUICK KILLER DEFr, I had intended, as usual, to do something exotic for April 
Fools p day, 198? » Personal circumstances (previously chronicled) prevented 
me from following through. However, It occurred ta me that uome of you might 
enjoy seeing the first draft of what was to have been my i;illy Issue thi^ 
year. I offer them for what they may be worth. 

I have not got the slightest idea what would have followed these two 
pages | 1 never got that far* They would, undoubtedly, have been followed by 
something (as usual) liVKN HOHti JJILLY . Perhaps, in the Iour run, this is the 
best wayj For once, you don't have to take what I_ give you for April Pool's, 
you can instead use this foundation and (belatedly) construct something from 
your own Imagination. 

^o why are you waiting? Head on, and construct! 



(lJut juat wait until next year...-) 



WELL, I'VE QONE BACK TO DRINKING, SO HERE IE MY WOBBLY VERSION OF 




Vo.ume Seben. Nynber 8 April 1, 1 98? 

Hallo their, hic> ThiB to CoSTAgO^NA a magazine Journal of poatal 
dIPLOMACT and other diecuatlng thinggs published by Conrad von Wetzks* 
PO Box ^37^ Donald Ave San, Diego, CA 92117-3313 ubi (belch). In theis* 
pq g*s we run games of postal diplomacy a nd their variants and also a 
few gqinesx of Railway Rivals whoich is the invention of Wails »s David 
Whatta, and maybe with a little luolce (heh heh) and bom money we can run 
John Luecke's RAILS THROUQIIQ THE ROCKIES one of these days t but don't hold 
your breath unless you're prepared to play, which I hope you will please. 

Sub Scriptions are at cost, send a deposit an* a deduction will be 
nade per issue accordubg to wot I have to pay the bloody printer and post 
Oiffice. ALL MONEY GOES TO DOUB GROWN. He lives at POBox , Penngrove, 

CA 9^951 , which Is a hell of a funny place to live considering that the 
P.O. Box is roughly 3x** inches and Doug is roughly ?2x2o Inches • Perhaps 
Lynne uses a crowbar? 

GAME OPENINGS I don't h n v« any but if you want I c an open seventy-three 
sections of Diplomacy with a game feecof oh what the beck pay what you geel 
er feel like paying to Doug- and we can also nave rail ay Rivals until 
we are blue in the face ( th t*B slightly up above the collarbone) because 
DAVE HAVE whoops SENT me every bloody map in existence and my cloott are 
oops is overflowing. (Did you know that 'oops' is a legitimate command in 
TfUNITT?) (Did you know also that r Go git yo» asa in geahl* is a legitimate 
command in slavery?) and so lets ■ got on to the gaymee. 



ILL CRESCENDO game US f +8 w gi+ oh who gives a flying one..,. 

DYFED D(avid Watts* quaes i-purplish-p*ce ) : A5*+-A5 3. A^h- 
A53* and so forth 

PISTOLS PULLERSPaul ) < Ga rdnergreen : *5 i »-A'53A53oh t I said that well 
Q12 thon t and if you don't like it go bock to A"?3 and stuff it. 

DEUTSCH ( Briar Incrcd i bly-Ex t ended-S exual- Appendage ) i HedA2s-*3- 
A9-A10-A L 11-A12-A13-A1 J +-A15 goddamn it Brian why don't you Just list the 
eod-polnt7 - Al6-A17-Al8 oh well okay, Brian ends at A99- No* bad work 
for throws of 2-2-2) . 

HOH0--HO ( Dugg Brown , brown- oh ke e- RIST how obvi ouscan you ga t7 I }m 
Butte to A5*» oops wroq^ m^pp 

HO HO HO (Doug Brown, brown) (how obvious can you get!*?) H9-H32 
and you figure out ^WSfr, I*H busy* 



THE HAILBOX ylLLETH 



Linda CourteHAUch*: "Oh, you incredible hunk, you! I'm divorcing 
st«Tt tomorrow and marrying you I *' 

((Oh* Okay.)) 

Daf Langlay : "Oh. you incredible bunk, you I I'm divorcing Stove to- 
morrow and narrying you t *• 

( (Could w* make it day after tonorrow? Tomorrow , I have a prior data . ) ) 

* Cathy Ozof : "Oh, you incredible hunk, you 1 I'm divorcing Eri c tomorrow 

and carrying youl " 

((I see I'm in for a hectic day....)) 

Helinda Ann Hoi ley : "Oh , you incredible hunk t youl 1 1 m divorcing 
Irwin tomorrow and marrying you!" 

{ ( Now wai t jua t a mi nut * ! You ain ' t even married I ) ) 
Irwin Hoi ley: "Ob, you incredible 

( (That * a i 1 1 Whan 1 1 descends to that level t I bow out ... .Hey Jean* 
wanna have soma fun? ) ) 

// // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // 
NO BLOODY TOOLIN* 

The BuntstOD* Poll la at it again 1 Every year it happens. Just like 
income tax and those solstice-things { Bruce Linsey gets on his silly high 
horse, types up a ballot , and expects us to vote for Diplomacy journals* 
Hey, I ain't got tine for this crudj J ' m too busy drinking! 

Oh well - I suppose, Just for Bruce, I'll send a ballot. He is a 
friend, after all. But I sure wish he'd quit wasting our tine. I mean, 
honest to t3od» thia year he's trying to suck us into contributing to the 
Cancer Society! Can you believe bis gall? J mean, can you imagine the 
economic impact if we were actually to conquer that disease? Researchers, 
medical specialists, article writers, and a whole host of pure quacks - all 
suddenly out of work? There go the unemployment figures, and the benefit 
checks, right out of sight! 

AS to who's going to win, well, who ceres? It sure as heck ain't 
gonna be COSTA. In fact, I don't care in the slightest if you even 
bother to mention me at all. I would, however, like to suggest that 
you consider the following points: 

1. COSTA ia awfully good. 

2. COSTA has been through some hard times lately, but they are 
over with, and we are now roaring back with our accustomed brilliance. 

3. Any vote of lees than 10 for COSTA will be interpreted as a rejection 
of the immense efforts I've put into my personal rehabilitation. 

^ - Any ballot already cast can easily be changed to upgrade your 
COSTA vote. Just cast another, voting COSTA a ' 10, * and specify that 
it's an upgraded ballot. 



5. However, I couldn't care leeg 0 



PKAL PROGRAM MiSRS DON'T 1£AT iJUICHK 



RliAL programmers don't eat quiche* They like Twinklea, Coke and palate- 
scorching jaechwan food. 

RKA1, prt>Krafnmere don't write applications proerams, they program rltfht dcwn 
to the bare metal. Applications programming Ik for dullards who can't do systems 
programming. 

REAL prop ram men; don't write specs. Users should be graceful f or what they 
geti they are lucky to get any programs at all. 

HEAL programmers don't comment their code- If It was hard to write* It should 
be hard to understand and even harder to modify. 

REAL programmers don't document. Documentation Is for simpletons who can't 
read listings or the object code front the dump* 

REAL programmers don't draw flowcharts* flowcharts are (after all) the 
Illiterate's form of documentation. Cavemen drew flowcharts? look how much It 
did for them. 

RKAL programmers don't read manuals. Reliance on a reference Is the hallmark 
of the novice and coward. 

REAL programmers don't write in COBOL. COBOL Is for gum-chewing dimwits who 
maintain ancient payroll programs. 

P£AL pros rammers don't write In FORTRAN ■ FORTRAN Is for wimp engineers who 
wear white socks. The get excited over finite state analysis and nuclear reactor 
simulation + 

HEAL programmers don't write In A PL, unless the whole program can be written 
on one line. 

REAL programmers don't write In PASCAL, pis}, ADA or any of those other sissy 
computer languages. Strong typing Is a crutch for people with weak memories. 

REAL programmers ' programs never work the first time. But If you throw; them 
on the machine, they can be patched Into working order in "only a few" 30-hour 
debugging sessions* 

REAL programmers never work from 9 to 5. If any REAL programmers are around 
at 9 a,m.. It's because they were up all night. 

REAL, programmers disdain structured programming. Structured programming Is 
for neurotica. They wear neckties and carefully line up sharp pencils on an other- 
wise clear desk*. 

HEAL programmers don't like the Team Programming concept. Unless, of course, 
they are the chief programmer. 

REAL programmers scorn floating point arithmetic* The decimal point was 
Invented for Idiots who are unable to "think big." 

REAL programmers don't drive clapped-out Mavericks. They prefer BHHs, 
Llncolns or pickup trucks with floor shifts. Fast motorcycles are highly regarded. 

REAL programmers don't believe in schedules* Flanners make up schedules* 
Managers firm up schedules. Frightened coders strive to meet schedules* REAL 
programmers Ignore schedules, 

REAL programmers like vending machine popcorn , Coders pop It in the micro- 
wave oven. REAL programmers use the heat given off by the CPU- They can tell 
which jobs are running by the rate of popping. 

RI5VL programmers don't bring brown bag lunches. If the vending machine sells 
it, they eat It. If the vending machine doesn*t sell It, they don't eat it. 
Vending machines definitely don't sell quiche. 

(Contributed by Bruce Linsey) 

// // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // 
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11AYLIST FOR THiy ISSUE 

Survivor, "When Seconds Count." From 1986* this very strong tape from 
a perpetually upbeat group contains some truly brilliant cuts. The leadoff 
cut "How Much Love?" sets the tone, and It has the Interesting property of 
Improving tenfold on good stereo equipment owing to the clear and exciting 
keyboards of Jim Peterlk* (Jijni Jamison's voice, a clear, stirring rock 
tenor, sails above the accompaniment like a victory banner above a battle- 
field i cl ean, ejchilhar&tlng, strident only for mood, never screeching ■} 
Survivor are never experimental! they are merely compelling. 'Rebel Son* 
darkens a bit, but always appropriately ( it is Stephan Ellis" bass that 
dominates here. And if you want one of the most exotic experiments ever 
to cross your path, take 'Man Against the World' and put it up against 
Trans Schubert's 'Prometheus.' Amazing, really, how Messrs. Jamison, 
Peterlk and lead guitarist Frankle Sullivan have fashioned words and accom- 
paniment that can, In 1986, stand up against Schubert and Goethe in 1819 
and say, "This Is our version. We are not better, but we are NOW." 

Indeed they are, 

Gustav Mahler, Symphony #2 {"Heaurrection'') in c minor. Emilia Cun- 
darl, Maureen Forrester, solosf Westminster Choir, Mew York Philharmonic, 
cond. Bruno Walter. A recent Interchange in Jim Burgess' ABYSSINIAN PRINCE 
between Jim and Bod Walker led roe to drag out ny two old versions of Mahler's 
Second, easily my favorite of his ten. (The other, an equally fine performance 
albeit with weaker sonlcs, is conducted by Hermann Scherchen.) There is, 
quite possibly, nothing so driving and magnetic as this stupendous first 
movement - the striding double-basses alone will drag you along, as if they 
were a clamor from the Other Side* And every time Mahler interjects one of 
hie almost-lyrical passages of mystery into the torrent, one is as usual 
lulled {but never quite completely) into thinking that this time, just maybe , 
the terrorizing bass will go away - but of course they do not, because by the 
very nature of resurrection, one inust first have death, and those basses are 
sheer, petrifying death* The relief follows, after a variety of side trips, 
in the following movements; and the result is trlujnph Indeed, of Life over 
Death, of Hope above Despair - and yet, by the sheer power of this long 
opening section, Death and Despair sornehow rise to a level of heroism. 

This is, of course, a lousy choice for a playlist, because one simply 
does not listen to Mahler in the background. One LISTENS . 

////////////////////////////////////////////// 

HILARIOUSLY FUNNY, In a sordid sort of way.. .the world's richest man, Sultan 
Sir Muda Haasanal Bolklah of Hegara Brunei Darussalam, donates ten million 
smackers to the Hlcaraguan rebels - and nearly loses his money because some 
Idiot in the C.I. A. transposes two numbers In the secret Swiss bank account 
nuniberl Then ol ' Hassanal (actually, he's younger than I) gets mad because 
nobody can find the money - never mind that ten million bucks represents only 
about one-third of his personal DAILY income* 

It Is truly a sad commentary on America, this "Iranpate" business. Water- 
gate was genius by comparison! It took Immense efforts by two gifted reporters 
to even scratch the surface. But here, we seem to have nothing but sleazy 
stupidity. Here Is a playboy potentate, who could literally burn down the 
entire city of London by setting fire to his petty cash fund* getting ab- 
solutely furious because he temporarily lost track of the money he earned 
on a single day, and then only between 6 a.m. and noon. 

^ How about this scenario, total cost less than twenty dollars t Reagan 
Phones Ortega and says. "Okay, so you're a Marxist. I think that's terrible. 
Hoh about I fly down for lunch next Tuesday and we talk about It?" 



in- 

WITH THI S ISSUE comes a second copy of the [tunestone Foil ballot. This may 
seem like an extravp ?ant waste of paper - 1 just sent one of those la;it tsaue - 
but there Is a serious point to it. It occurj to me that the nature of my 
previous Issue may have led a lot of people to ton a away or put aside the 
"filler" while they coped with my Big Bombshell - writing nossa^os of support, 
worrying about the future of your ganes, trying to figure how to avoid losiiiR 
sub credit, trying to find the (unpublished) address for Doug Brown - in other 
words , the Immediate problems , not the ones due In June* '3o - to avoid any 
loss of potential votes via this syndrome (which at least three people have 
specifically confirmed as valid) - I enclose a second ballot. If you haven't 
used the first one, or someone's reprinting In another xyn, please use this 
one now . 

I am not reprinting the Cancer Society pledge sheet, but I would remind 
you of It as well. Make a pledge (either a fixed amount or a per-ballot-caat 
amount, keeping in mind that we may see 25O-3OO ballots cast) » help fight 
America's ff\ disease. (AIDS may be catching up, but It ain't there yet.) 
My own pledge Is 10c per ballot cast-, and I sincerely hope you follow my lead. 
You don't need a formal "application" to pledge j just drop a note to Linda 
Courtemanche, 1021 Penn Clr., Apt. E-402, King of I'rusaia, FA 19**06, statin*; 
your pledge , J ho '11 do the rest* 

/////////////////////////////////////// 

A SPECIAL BIT OF JOYFUL NKtfS 

Joan Ertrora and Ken Corbln are expecting their second child later this 
year. (September, Is It?) This means, of course, that Samantha will soon 
have a little twerp to torture and blame for everything that happens In the 
house. But, for Ken and Joan, It also means a lot of diapers, a lot of sleep- 
less nights, a lot of re-childproof lnp;, and a hell of a lot of fun and joy* 
I take great pleasure In publicly wishing there well on their transition from 
an odd-digit to an even-digit family. 

// // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // 

DEDICATION 

Occasionally I dedicate Issues. I do so rarely, and only when some 
exrtra -special emotion wells up when I sit down to compile the masters. Such 
an even t has occu rred , and will be chron I cl ed here . 

This particular dedication has a great deal of background, but substantial 
portions of It are very private, and ao we won't have one of my usual glowing 
expansive essays. What we will have Is this mere statementt When, over the 
many years, I've needed a friend for ANY reason, I had one. Whether I used 
him or not Is irrelevanti I knew he was there, and he knew I knew. And the 
reciprocal is eve ry bit as true • 

There are those who Insist that this hobby has something to do with games. 
Of course. But for quite a few of us, that is the least of our worries ( the 
friends, the relationships, the reciprocity of support In good and bad times, 
ali things of that sort are paramount. 

I am a man of many acquaintances and few deep friends - I'm too much a 
loner for the latter. But I do have a few, and they are universally wonderful 
people* And they mean a lot to me, as I hope I do to them. 

This issue is respectfully dedicated to the longest-standing friend I've 
made through this hobby - twenty years now, give or take. And after all this 
time, he deserves at least some expression of my warmth and admiration. 

FRED C» IlAVIii, JR. * I salute and embrace you. 
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CiU jJjCIOUHTblHIHfl A LiLItJK OF MY CHlLDHtXMJ 

When 1 was two or three years old, and continuing until we left ^an Kranclsco 
in my tenth year, one of the great "thrill** outings I loved to share with my 
father "as a trip to the Oakland railroad yards. We'd ride the ferry to the Hast 
Bay, wander Into the rail terminal, and watch the trains arrive. Though ray dad 
travelled a lot, we M manage one of those trips every few weeks, and 1 grew to 
look forward to them with a real pai»3lon. In. the interim weeks, I *d watch the 
streetcars pop their no^es in and out of THln Peaks Tunnel (in Central 
and dream of the next trip niy dad would make to the Oakland "real trains*" 

When I was five, I took my first (and only, for another 30 years) trip on 
a train - from i*an Kranclsco to the Nevada border. At the age of 4^ I do not 
have very many clear, personal memories of my early childhood, but of this trip 
I have several. Pear of the overhead bunks. The bright white jackets of the 
porters against their universally dark faces. The endless fields of green gracs 
and cows — my God, are there really that many cows? - east of Stockton, (I was 
not* of course, sophisticated enough yet to look at all the cows and realize how 
"Stockton" got its name.) And, for one stretch of the trip. I was permitted to 
go up and ride In the locomotive with the engineer - I even got to blow the 
whistlel Ah, how liability insurance has changed the world..,. 

When I was six, I got my first model train set. That was also the year I 
learned that there was no Santa Glaus, because 1 caught my dad in the garage 
making the train platform. He covered up, of course, but when I wandered out 
Christmas morning and saw the same silver-painted plyboard that he'd been working 
on a week before,,,. Anyway, that Lionel set (operating cattle-carj operating 
crossing -gate - courtesy af our best friends, Esther and the late Phil Dutton; 
operating semaphore signal - courtesy of my aunt and uncle, the late Cretchen 
and Dwlght Gray - and speaking of *late, • I distinctly recall that Gretchen and 
Dwight were Inevitably late to everything, thus that was the final present I 
received that Christmas) stayed with me into my mid-teens, at which time - 
sy interests having shifted - I somehow arranged a 'trade" of the train for 
two ten-gallon aquariums and some accessories to enhance my burgeoning empire 
as a breeder of tropical fish* For the nonce, the train bug was dead. 

Let us now bp! ft our scene to San Diego- Aside from cities without rail 
service at all (are there any?), 3an Diego has got to be the least train-oriented 
place on earth. Although It Is the eighth-largest city In the U,S,, with a 
population above one million, it la served by exactly one (count It, one) 
railroad track, which in turn goes exactly one - count it, one - place; Los 
Angeles, A visit to our rail depot is equivalent to a tour of the morgue. 
You can, LITERALLY - I once tried it - drop a dine and bear It reverberate. 
And yet, any city with a million people is going to have a few train buffs 
running around, If only by coincidence - retired rail employees, jjeople living 
an historic fantasy, people who were given Lionels when they were six...* 

For those types, in the beginning, was the Balboa Park Miniature Railroad. 
This is a train ride # adjacent to our famous zoo, on which adults ($0 artd 
children (50c) can putt about a small corner of our huge central Balboa Park 
along a 3/^-mile, figure *B* track In an electric passenger train - open-air 
cars, open-air locomotive, approx, i/10 scale, and somewhat reminiscent of an 
amusement park ride. Wind round the trees, go over one simulated trestle, 
go through one simulated tunnel while the "engineer" blows a simulated whistle, 
keep your hands and feet Inside at all times* Fun. A lot of fun, even, on a 
nice day with small kids. But this Is not a train. It Is a ride. Afterward, 
one can go next door to the merry-go-round and have even more fun, but one has 
still not re-llved the thrill of the rails as they once were.... 



16 



Then cane the San Diego Model Railroad Hiiseun, a fabulous exhibit set up In 
an old exhibition hall In the middle of the same park, where a gathering of model 
train clubs has pooled resources to establish a nonumental working showpiece- 
Model train layouts of every description and every known track gauge are on exhibit, 
and club members run the trains for the edification of spectators and the git** 1 of 
young and old alike* There are sixteen separate layouts, the largest of which 
(twelve separate trains) covers 2000 square feet. Practically everything is 
built from scratch by club menbeief aside from the Lionel layout, there Is very 
little commercial purchasing In evidence. It is an Immensely rewarding moment. 

And finally, there was the fecific Southwest Pallway Museum. With the 
accidental advent of this institution In ca. 1977 ■ all scale models were put 
aside, all amusement park concepts were discarded. This, my friends, la the 
real thing. This one is & TRAIN. No replicas. No Imitations. No recreations. 
Only full-size actual rolling stock, the same things that I remember from ray 
ride to Lake Tahoe in 19^9. And, owing to an Act of God ten years ago, it is 
possible not only to look at these things, it is possible also to ride on them. 
Comes complete with guided instructional tour and a volunteer to answer queries. 

Here's how, I stated earlier that San Diego la served by just one rail 
line, from Los Angeles. Until 1976, this was not true. Back then, a second 
track served the city, a 'spur* line originating in s*n Diego and winding over 
the Mountains to Yuma, Arizona, with stops In several places on both sides of 
the Mexlcal border. It was strictly a frieght line, though until about 19*8 
a few passengers "ore occasionally allowed In the caboose. The train ran twice 
a week - out on Monday and Thursday, back on Wednesday and Saturday, Known as 
the San Diego and Arizona Eastern Railway ('"Shortest Line East"), it was nicknamed 
"The Impossible Line*" because of the many spectacular bridges that traversed the 
many steep rock canyons In the high Mountain desert of central San Diego County. 
The largest and most famous, aero 33 C&rrizo Gorge near Jacumba, sported a bridge 
over a mile long (in a sweeping curve) and 700 feet high in the centre. 

But for all Its spectacle and ambition, the ^Shortest Line East* was never 
a real commercial success. It was built against the belief that San Diego would 
become a major port of entry, or exit, for goods entering or leaving through 
our harbor. To this day, this dream. ha3 never mate rial lzedj Los Angeles Is, 
and always has been, the major point of entry/exit for southeastern California, 
"The Impossible Line" was built against a future that never happened. At first, 
it held its own as a minor enterprise waiting for the big tine, but as costs 
escalated and revenues didn't, it became a distinct drain on the owners* pocket- 
books. Toward the end, repeated proposals surfaced to shut down the operarion, 
all of which were vetoed by various regulatory authorities. 

All, that is, until the Tear of the Great Flood. 

1976 was not really that wet a year In San Diego j against an average annual 
rainfall of just below ten Inches, 1976 brought only a bit more than eleven. 
The trouble was, in 1976 the rain came all at ones; four of the eleven Inches fell 
in the space of one week, and to top it off they fell near the end of the season, 
meaning that all natural drainage channels were already soaked when the deluge 
hit. In those mountain canyons through which "The Impossible Line" ran, heavy 
runoff could easily prove disasterous, and in February 19?6 It did* Plash floods 
developed suddenly and descended out of the hills) they triggered mudslides that 
killed eight people, washed out half of the main highway east (Interstate 8), 
and destroyed two of the railroad bridges that carried the trains* After filing 
a cost-emalysls of reconstruction vs. anticipated revenue, the San Diego and 
Arizona Eastern Kail road was granted permission to cease to be. 

(Notei In late 1977, the rights to The Impossible Line" were sold to a 
rather flighty consortium of Investors ) this conglomerate proceeded to rebuild 



the bridges and attempt a restomrion of service. But the hiatus had taken Its 
toll of an already-Iffy operation, and the revival died in late 19?8, Rumor has 
it that it has Intended as a tax write-off all along| if so, it was certainly ft 
speedy one*) 

Following the unsuccesaf ul revival, the Pacific Southwest Railway Museum 
cane on the scene in full force. This non-profit group of rail buffs had in 
fact been around for some while ; dedicated to preserving "railroad heritage, ~ 
they had bean responsible for publishing a few quality books and pamphlets (in- 
cluding an excellent history of "The Impossible Line"), and for acquiring and 
exhibiting In various places a few pieces of classic rolling stock. But now 
the trustees saw a chance to do something Really Big, They saw an entire real 
* railroad more or less up for grabs, and they wanted it. So they scratched about 

for some serious funding - and got it - and then applied to take over the San 
Diego and Arizona Eastern In its entirety. Track, right-of-way, stock and all. 

They did not succeed entirely, but they wound up with a whale of a compromise. 
Those portions of track in metropolitan San Diego were denied them* owing to 
plane - since fulfilled - to establish an lnter-urban trolley line on the old 
route. Further, the track over the border in Hexico could not be acquired for 
(It Is claimed) reasons of outrageous prices and unacceptable access terns being 
demanded. Or maybe It was the idiotic bureaucracy of the Immigration Service, 
Whatever* ■ * . 

But they did get all the rolling stock (much of which they later re-sold) , 
outright title to 2? miles of track, twenty-nine acres of land adjacent, and 
long-term options on up to about 50 miles more of the existing line. And they 
got right-of-way in perpetuity to use the otherwise committed track for purposes 
of acquiring new exhibits and bringing It up the mountains to the new museum. 

This was plenty. On the land they had, they built a workshop, museum bull- 
ding and roundhouse. By agreement with the donors, the leftover money (remember 
they had originally bid to buy the whole railroad) was used to construct build- 
ings, improve track, and buy exhibits. They even had enough to purchase four 
mini-switch engines for yard work, and a 50-ton stationary crane for lifting 
Inoperative material. Operating almost entirely with volunteer labor, the 
Society set about restoring ita possessions and providing a viable exhibit 
complete with real-life train ride (weekends year-round, expanded to five days 
In the summer) as both an 'attraction* and a fund-raiser (tickets are $5.50). 
There is also a gift shop and bookstore, and donations are actively accepted. 
So are supporting memberships. With the exception of the obvious support pro- 
fessionals - accountant, attorney, secretary, etc, - and basic overhead - lights, 
postage - all funds revert to the Museum, The result la one of this area's more 
exotic, yet massive, success stories. 

A visit to the museum, assuming one has an interest in railroads (because 
that's all they have!) is a fascinating outing* Aside from the train ride, 
one can view (and climb about) a dozen variegated locomotives and a wide variety 
of rail cars. One can visit the workshop, and see the restoration process in 
action. And, on any given day, thei-e will likely be a plethora of long-time 
members hovering about, eagerly awaiting any questions thrust at themj they 
have answers, and they have an interest in conveying themi and they are not all 
old codgers waiting for some poor sucker to listen to a drivelling about the 
"good old days.* They are articulate, and knowledgable, and fascinating. One 
t of the most Interesting gentlemen ue met during our visit was a fellow who 

cannot be more than thirty; his personal recollections of the "age of steam" 
(or coal, or oil) are obviously nil. And yet, for about half an hour, he sat 
with us on a bench outside the museum - Ross sat on his lap, l£ric sat on mine - 
and told us about the trains we were seeing, their uses, their history, their 
place in the museum, Roas and 1 were enthralled, tiric was bored, but that's 
Eric for you., , 
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In the museum these days are t One steam locomotive ( non-operative) f two 
coal-burning locos with tenders (one operative, but the price of coal Is 30 
outrageous these days that It cannot realistically be run) 1 four oil— burning 
locos (t**o operational)) and five electric dlesela. Of the latter, all five 
work Just fine, and two of them alternate as the power behind (or perhaps in 
front of) the train rides. 

The train ride Itself la quite an experience, whether 
or not one has ever* ridden the rails. The museum la located 
In the town of Campo, fifty miles fro* the centre of San 
Dlegoj It Is there that the Huseuii owns all Its acreage, 
has Its displays, and begins Its rides* Trains depart 
thrice a day, and the ride lasts the better part of two 
hours. First, one boards - and finds a seat on one of the 
four passenger cars In use on the rldei A former army 
troop car, an old military-train kitchen-car (signs designate 
the immense cast-iron oven as "capable of cooking for six 
hundred-), a 195° *s daylighter, and a 1957 Pullman with berths 
sealed and seats added* The ride goes a mere seven miles 
at this writing, from Campo to the mountain pass known as 
Miller's Creek (population zero, but there la a crystal- 
clear stream under a trestle here)* First, the train 
backs off the siding in front of the museum* Then, the 
riders sit for twenty minutes while the engine runs five 
miles west to the runa round at Fotrero, reverses, and cones 
back to re-couple at the front of the train* And then It Is 
up the hill to Miller '& Creek - maximum speed twelve nup»h«, 
owing both to the steep incline and the non-professional 
status of the engineers (all are unpaid Museum members, who 
get 12 hours of training before taking the train on Its run). 
Stop again* Ten ulnutes for the engine to uncouple and go 
to the CarrlEO run-around, then back to re-couple at the 
front {formerly the rear) and take us back to Campo. And 
as we go - either way, no matter - the sights are spec- 
tacular! tflldflowers galore, all over everywhere! Rolling 
high desert hills, stark and. rugged yet gorgeous In their 
sporadic greeneryj the occasional isolated fambousB, In- 
variably white with a brownish-red roof, reminding us that 
people live here too j and, as we close In on Campo again, 
three crossings of the main highway, with the locals In 
their pickups tooting horns and waving and wishing us urban 
tourists well as we traverse the countryside and soak up 
the unpolluted air (notei there are no windows in the 
coaches on the train-rldei nevertheless, they do run In 
the rain - I can imagine it nowl). 

This issue's photo-essay (you've Just read the essay) 
Involves slnply a few shots of some of the Museum's better, 
more unusual Items, Essays could be written on each Item) 
the Museum, In fact, has them already written and available 
In booklet form. For our purposes, leave It at thlsi Quick 
captions underneath amateur shots of the possessions of a 
noble and fascinating institution. In America at least, the 
rails will never really live again f but through the dedica- 
tion of such groups as the Pacific Southwest Railway Museum, 
the rails will be remembered and kept as vital as possible. 
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Hetired from service many yeaijs before the entire line shut down, Did 104" 
vas the San Diego and Arizona ^stern's mainstay oil-burning locomotive for 
many years. Some of the older residents of Campo remember it in service, 
and the local cafe has some ph)tos on the vail of Did W passing behind 

the cafe* ■ 0--#"-- v 

^li^',tfi||||j^^ ott it fo* ; 

k- on m& Wimm^&l$0i 

rusty, The problem is that the required pejftlis bjq so 
wmpared vith those re^tifd fir '^^j,jl^>. MMM 
example, is a monumental (and Tery expensive) ondertidn^, But every year 
a bit aors is done, and nothing - once reetored - la permitted to deterioiate 





thing ten years ago ■ you could; t^ v flp»-.«i| : 'i(it--ft. Aaf 
old photos in the museum buildings, I suspect he's right. 



I was never too clear on the source of this magnificent old locomotive; it 
is long since retired from Southern Pacific, and sits here now awaiting soie 
loving care* It looks quite grand at a distance, but up close it is a badly 
deteriorating wreck, Knowing the tireless Museum people, however, they will 
get to it soon ( 




One of the Museum's prides, and easily their best-iaalnt&ined geisi A rare Oregon 

" - 




It is kept so 

the left, the oil tender of another classic old limber locomotive 



One of the mini-switch «aagte6s the Museim had fiade for its use* The old relic 
of a jassenger car is a wholly Mt6rect1,»,n troop transport, Hi grievous 
disrepair! work is scheduled to begin on this one this suaner. 




is allowed to go through the Xtt$ : Mifo : how thr clews actually lived, (I 
never imafilnsd the' Isinfe "ifeb flftalil V tt^ faiSP, l)y the way, was one of 



the SDMriz.Eastern items taken over when the Museum first acquired the line 



On the cover was "Old IOC This is its tender, substantially better restored 
than the locomotive. Ajtarentiy; this is because the SDME had a batch; of spare 
parts left over for the tender, but none for the loco, This was the very first 
piece that the Museum ever acquired, long before it ever envisioned having a 
track of its own ( 
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t >ear Gnnrad: 

My typ*;r has liocn in Ipr 1 ts annuo J physical and hath, so have delayed wri tiny, I do have a 
stone-age implement [called "electric t ypewr j ter " J about, hut hate using it. Moat (if not all) of 
this fetter wiH bo a reply to Crai'j i/iills* two letters. That's not gotng to bo easy. Although tho 
words aro m fin< jlisM (and very often tho same words), the language of faith and the language of lo- 
gical empiricism have very little in common. If you apply these two languages to a topic such as 
the '"iible, you're going to (jet very different answers. In the ease of faith, you're <.;oiny to got o nly 
answers, because it's a language which guest ions nothing. That's true- whether you have the simplis- 
tic faith of a traditional Christian or the equally simplistic t.nth ol a traditional atheist. It's 
difficult to look at such a document while putting asirie the assumptions, presumptions, and tradi- 
tions you've been harried (or are being handed) by authority figures. 

That's essentia I in these days. V e have learned to dea I \v i th the ent i re universe in the lang- 
uage of logical empiricism, (In a more H m itcd se'ise. this is is c a I led "science". ) [ ">ur ing the Tn- 
lightenment, and also during- the heady days of Victorian Progrcasivisni, it was fashionable to believe 
that empiricism negated faith. Ttiat is too simpl istic. It's more a matter of putting the two 
in per spec t ive. In the age prior to the THth Century, people assumed that truth must conform to 
Faith- That opinion is still widely held today — indeed, it is an unstated assumption that under- 
lies all of Craig's letters. A believer who nonetheless embraces logical empiricism must perforce 
adhere to the doctrine that Faith must conform to Truth. 

This is actually a sort of dangerous middle ground. On one hand arc the traditionalist crowd 
and their allies who hold a sort of traditional faith, not thinking about it overmuch, nor a I lowing it 
to have any impact on how they view the rest of the world. On tho other hand is the crowd that 
holds that truth exists only if established by "science". The m iddfe ground is dangerous because it 
acknowledges a certain degree of uncertainty; the possibility that phenomena may he experienced, 
and may be nonetheless real even though they do not seem logical, or have no empirical man testa- 
tion, or both. As a concrete example, take a Gospel "miracle" story. It isn't enough for the tradi- 
tionalist to say, "it happened because the Rible says so." t In true things appear in print with great 
regularity. Nor is it enough tor tbe skeptrc to say, "it didn't happen because it's impossible." Too 
many "impossible" things have become mani test for us to huy that argument — but tie ware the be- 
liever's curious counter-argument: namely, that the fact that something is not impossible is proof 
that it occurred. 

That said, we can look at what Craig calls "a central issue in Christian faith: the reliability 
of its documents". Textual criticism of ancient writings is a very technical and sophisticated sci- 
ence. The Bible is not only not exempt from such ana lysis, the Rible is one of its princ ipal tar- 
gets. With respect to the many text-critical ideas, about the Rible, these were establ ished by 
men who not only had open m inds, but were inc I ined toward faith rather than logic. 

The Pentateuch, and Genesis in particular, is a superb example. Tradition, rather than the 
actual text, attributes authorship to Moses. The first person to exjjress doubt about trie tradition 
was no skeptic, but a 12th-century Rabbi. Abraham inn-Ezra said in very guarded language that at 
least some of the passages in the Tor ah must ho post -Mosaic (not least of which is the sec tion des- 
cribing Moses' death as a past event and in very circumstantial detail; a man may predict his 
death, but not write about rt afterward). The Graf-V/el lhausen theory of 4 sources for the Penta- 
teuch has long since been superseded by more precise ones, tint it's hardly something Julius v/ejl- 
hausen simply made up. The theory is really a very simple one. In 1 753 Jean As true suggested 
that Genesis was made up of at least 2 previously independent narratives. He observed that parts 
of the text used "Yahweh" (in those days m istransliterated as "Jehovah") as the name for God, while 
others avoided it and used "Elohim" instead. It was later seen that these different names were as- 
sociated with different styles, concerns, and points of view; they are the F and J sources. A very 
major strand is P, the Pr iestly source, witfi yet a different si yle. Not found in denes is, but fount: 
in (pr incipafly) \ Deuteronomy is the O source. Many passages in Genesis (including vrrtua'ly the 
whole ol Chapter XIV) are not attributable to b;, J, or P, and are usually referred to as R (Remain- 
der or Redactor -- a term for an editor or transmission source). Parts of Genesis X!V, in fact, 
show signs of having been translated irom another language (probably ! Babylonian). The most likely 
source for such a document would be the library at ^aby Ion, to which Jews vould have had access 
particularly during the Exi lo; this makes that chapter both one of the most recent i user ti oris into 
Genesis and one of its most authentica 1 1 y contemporary passages. tn fact, this view of Genesis 



20 



XIV gives us the best proof we have (.hut Abraham was an historical chnr.ieter tiuite- the opposite 
result than the one we'd expect if textual criticism w^re a put-on by lusty old atheists. 

The Graf-'/.'e-l lhausen theory (and its more recent refinements) works because it's the only 
which fits and explains the c-bser vod facts. The stnyle- author { " >uch less the LIosjic ) theor y doesn't. 
The different styles from see t ion to section are only one set of such facts; another is the multipli- 
city of stories told in different versions, thu frank disagreements between certain passaues, and so 
on. You want a list? Ask mt. Anyone who studies Genesis without any preconceived notions a- 
bout it will perforce conclude that it's a composite document. Many pious men over the last two 
hundred years have come to the same conclusion. 

I'm dubious, thou'jh, as to what this has to Go with Christianity, lite OT is an essential back- 
ground to the NT, but it could he a collection of the riierest fabrications and fairy tales for all * 
that it mat tared. 1 he rejl guest ion is whether the NT is as reliable as its apologists want us to 
believe. By the NT, I incun the Gospels (and Acts) , not [for the most part J all the j losses that 
got added afterward. 

Textual criticism of the Gospels reveals the most obvious sources as: Mark . O ( Quelle , the 
^teachiny document"), h' (a source peculiar to the writer of Matthew ), L (ditto, L uke ), and at least 
2 additional sources found in John (3, it you count the antiphonal hymn with which the book opens). 
At another level, behind those sources, were earlier documents {some written, some oral): collections 
OT _!P_L!M (sayings), collections of "proof texts 1 ' (deeds of Jesus and OT passages viewed as prophecies 
of the same), stories (collected and individual), and other items — such as genealoyies, of which 2 
very different ones, both in detective texts, appear in Matthew and Luke . One scholar has identi- 
fied two possible suhsidf jfy sources, which are inter woven into the Passion narratives in I. lark and 
L like, called LI (Messiah source) and T (Temple source) [Oonald F. Robinson, Jesus Son of Joseph, 
19*>T1. The theory of Gospel sources is, of course, not ipso facto an evaluation of the accuracy of 
the texts as they come down to us. Of course, ipso facto , one does expect some problems. 

And problems we've yot. These difficulties present challenging mysteries with respect to Je- 
sus. I f these documents are not hopelessly distorted, they represent our best (and, in any event, 
our only} hope of restonny and learning what Jesus really did and said, stripped of layers of editor- 
ial rneddlinc], pious invention, muddled and superstitious think inn., and silly verbal hai r -split tiny from 
such church-political convent ions as the Councils of Ohalcedon and f hcaea. 

Be that as it may, the i JT texts present many difficulties. There are two very contradictory 
Nativity stories, one set during the repjn of Kimj Me rod the Great, the other set ahout 10 years af- 
ter his death. These stones a^ree in vtrry few details (it 's really istruct i ve to note, for instance, 
that in Matth ew the anjels speak only to Joseph, whereas in Luke they speak to Mary , but not 
to Joseph). Similarly, the Gospels present Resurrection narratives that differ in significant detail, 
□ fid these in turn differ snjnbif icantly from a brief narrat tve provided by Paul, who wrote his let- 
tors before any ol the r lospels reached its present for in. Of course, the Gospels don't pretend to 
be histories, but rattier docu i nents of f a i t h, so that many thirnjs they say have the character of 
myth (a word that describes the function, not the veracity, of a story). The more clearly historical- 
narrative portions present fewer obvious "flaws", but in any, many more problem us. So many that Al- 
bert Schweitzer was to conclude in ifnO thnt the "Quest tor the Historical Jesus" was doomed to 
failure- Scholarly efforts in the ifuest have continued, however, and with interesting and valuable 
resu I ts. But what enter [jes t rorii the tjues-t is not the tradit iunal or f ui ida i nonta I ist Jesus* r he view 
of the "historic Josus" vari.;s f roj n scholar to scholar, oi course; that's true even of scholar ly views 
ol major modern personalities, including litahn and Roosevelt. And we have mountains of doc at :i en- 
tat ron on then i . V/e m usti i 1 1 he surpr ised rj t ds versit y of opinion jnd the v jr mi ices o f 1 1 loder n 
historiography should alert us to the fact that we can't expoct the < iosptjl oritur to be accurate 
or consistent, ei ther. 

It docsri^t seen i productive to argue a number of points I raised and winch Craiij discussed. I h 
made a fe*v hyporooifL statements for literary i t feet, to which tie properly .ipplied soirn; l.1 raiijlil- 
faced comeuppance. Me also makes i-omu approriate conwients on the rule of the church in modify- 
ing antisocial behavior. | only wish it wore moie successful. t tear, however, that all tho stuff 
about "sin" and "atonement" and the what -have-y on of traditional Christian do^jj i.i is l.o much post- 
master theology. Jesus showed a keen understandin j and a cleat contempt fur the theolocjicat do<j- 
mas and disputes of his own day; I see no reason for his react ion to be any di f leretit, were he to 
show up now. 
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"I his seems Co be a good point to suggest how I sfie the "historical Jesus". Jesus the Nazar- 
t>iie whtj tt ie tjtc Ji-st r,un of a i i oiler ntel V wea 1 1 My ' 1 1 Iixmii f ai u I y . ' '.its bither , Joseph , 15 cal led in 
the Pible n tok ton, which could tuean "carpenter " but is nmro aeemately fanslnted "buifder"; ho 
could have bo 311 an architect. Jesus was burn most probably in Hw first ycnr or ko of the 1st 
Century, f le livtjrJ unremarkably in or near Nazareth unti I the l "a H/\ /ir iter of AD 3.";/34, At that 
t i nit; he wiis o.ipt j z ed hy John the baptist *ind, w hen John was arrested by I Per ad Ant ip.is tor sedi - 
ion, began a public career of his own. Tbionyhout this career, Jesus was conscious of a spec m J, 
intimate relationship with an entity ho identified as Cod and addressed hy the unusual (and contro- 
versial) tit le. abba (dost translated as "d.iddy " of "papa"), f ^ur mg lua career Jesus per fo.f fried sur- 
prising acts of power , particularly the healing of disease and infirmity. These nets were invar i at) I y 
followed by requests to keep thrill secret, arid Jesus .n.'vlc no claims of status as a result of them. 
"I hey were surpr ising, hut scarcely unique, since several (jf his contemporaries and near-contempor- 
aries rlid sim i |kar things f A mix) lorn us of Ty ae.a. Cm as the Circle - Or a wer , and others). 

f>> his career, Jesus not only did surprising things; his teachings '.vere equally surprising, 
f le taught that the greatest com mandments ware (a) to Jove ( iod am J (h) to live your neighbor ( t lint 
is, any human being whom you encounter). Tfiese arc thr; "essence of tho Law and the Prophets; 
a I ' else is con' mentary to quote his near -cent err ipor nr y , I h Hyl, Sure enou gh T JcsuS v/as remarkably 
free w 1 th the Law. Me was a pious Jew; of that there is no < loubf ; yet even so hi"; reta ined and 
asserted the freedom to go beyond ttic Law in the service of it:; essence. I 'e fur t tier taught that 
something called the "Kingdom of God" had downed with his advent, and that this Kingdom was n 
thing interior to each person, I le presented the aspect of a completely free person wi thin his 
own cu Itural context , emphasi ziny that ttie K ingdom v:as both cor" '" rtfient and freedom . His teach- 
ings did not fall on par ticular ly receptive ears, even a 1 none his closest associates. They, in turn, 
in ay have followed him primarily in the antiedpatfon that he was the promised meshakft ("messiah"), 
a term of extf urnely variable and disputed m eaninjny in the 1 st Century ), None the less it *5 clear 
that Jesus presented the aspect of a major prophet, spo^k ing directly for (nod to) Cor] (or at least 
the abba entity). 

Shortly after Passover in AO 30, Jesus was arrested by the Temple authorities and then cruci - 
fjed by order of Pontius Pilate, for tbe crime o* laesa niajostas, all under circumstances wbich arc 
not ent irely clear. I le was buried be fore sundown on F riday (that is, 1 ni mediately he fore the Sab- 
bath beyan). ITarly in tho morning the folio winy Sunday his tomb as found opened and empty. 
Shortly thereafter, certain of his followers, relatives, and f nends claimed that do had "appeared" to 
thorn, {This word, "appear", is precisely the word used by Paul f ophthem ). Inter est mcjy, he applies 
this term not only to the post -Faster experienes T but to his own experience on Ehe road to Damas- 
cus. This latter, however, was clear ly a vision and not a physical encounter. The Gospels there- 
fore clear Ty show us a later stage, and Paul's ret tor an earlier stage, in the development of a "res- 
urrection" myth, f?em ember, however, that a myth is a story which is told for a purpos e, "ot be- 
cause it is necessarily true or false in any factual/historical sense- 

The Church has ernbroKiered an immensely irjore complex superstructure on this story. iduch, 
in the beginning, was probably due to the linguistic li nutations ol the time ("nul Van f'uren, The 
Secular i '.iean jtiHj of the Gospel, f9<>i. Chapter M), A good part, however, was due to a st rai t jacket- 
ing of Jesus into t ho trodi tional t heologica I and concept ua I patterns of the time. f he tr adi t ion a I 
Hebrew royal title, "son of Cod' 1 , for instance, suggested something guite different to the Cracco- 
Roman mind (tho actual coronation formula is, "Thou art rny be level 1 son; this day have I begot ten 
thee.") The ifloa that Jesus was not Conscious of his Special relationship with Cod/ abba until the 
day of his baptism is entirely 'biblical; we may safely * jnore the neo-Cnoslic f)hik>sephic;tf fancies 
of Joh n on this point. 

I fistoricarly, ;Vinn is a heing who carries with him a human veneer over an animal past. 
Jotais (and 1 iot he n lout;) has shown us the way aw ay from lh;i t [ je and toward a 1 1 '.or hur.i an fu- 
ture. In i')i.iny respects the Church hasn't diverted the main thru&t of ins teaching. 1 iut rt has er- 
ected walls and bars around the freedom which no had and which he sought to share. ff you want 
to (00 k. at the man through tho Church's eyes, I don't know that you'll be all that badly off. I 
can only ri. mtnd you that when the r:hureh says, "Cod is love", we must remember !aat there 
are no conditions on that love. Fiocalt always that Jesus never demanded that "sinners" repent be - 
fore he ate and drank w ith them. 1 he Church Cany I ^S a carrot w hie It Jesus S^-yS you have at ready 
got . I"he '•<. i it- j do 1 1>, Jesus say;;, is within; but once yon enter r t , you f i nd it all around you. That 
inighl have been jn incomprehensible notion in tits time, but in the Aye of binstein, we can begin 
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I'li.ru may he sono.. 1": l ir 1 ■ >l. 1 1 y ahoiit my Viatel 1 1' ;nt (mihoh^ others) aPoul two conflicting nativi- 
ty storios. . io:,t ik.-.jI/Il.: ar i.nly laeohar, *ealJ/, v.ith the Iioinu'j^nU'jil vi;i;.iiin i,untoi; t > J lor t:hrrsl- 
irus f lji 1 1 1 » llit 1 .it;lu.il . lK;ot 1 1 y ic intt:f ui;Hn -J. 

■ atl-tiu^ j : Jow^jh .11 f( E ury j u^njc; 111 ! Jt,-t hh 'Nuj Josu|)h ts toll") by .in Lin jci that 1 i.jr y 's |jr^*i- 
n;ji^c y iii h'i i i i rut ; lu. hi ti Jij-jus ■ n, i st;jr -^,}\j^ut s lli h! thr iru at-t 1 olotj^jru comu LSut af ttiti 

ll.isl loolhii'j lor "tin,- :^in ; of I h<j Jtnv^". "Iht-y toll !<.ini) ' tcro<J uhout thm. I ItJ cunbutt^ tni o-vn as- 
tro lo jor^ urn 1 ivJotli£.LiyH_-f l,. t'hu; ci^ternors tJ o on to lethlohoiii ^vherc th'jy pr^tiunt J^lljs vttii vari- 
ous ji f ts. Ait i."- 1 l ftj I w.ir riL Jogu, )h it 1 jljU t I Jo rut I, into 1 hcj tlci:^ with his f ai 1 1 i ly into r_ 'J> J [ J t • I hoy 
stay there until ' t .rtj<! M^.ni. li^tLirmn .,, thuy fiml ! torod's son ArcJiolaus on tho IIkoiic, so uil.Hj.th"! 
of n.turnin.j to \. thf-i'inn., Ihi y tr>:T. 011 to ■ ^ u 1 1 1 c :^ , t;vonlu;jl(y £;o 1 1 1 i f iij in I l^z^ircth. 

I .n\it : Joseph L.rnl ,jry fesi J-j in ij.iZ.iroth. Mioy arc forced hy i^ocnli.tr ruK;S of tho Autju:,tan 
i"-t^n^tig of o A 1 > (VI yr.ir:. a t tt 1 ! !i :r lj. I 1 I) to 1 1 tjk to ' it: t liU:tiui<i , .vhi.ro Ji^us 4 is t^nr 1 1. I"! ut 1 ii ^jfit, 
;jii' ,t:l^ oiiiiuuiiCi t! i' : hir til to :ihi.-|>lior(fj, -vho (^iy u v^it. Ai t^^r tho' orator iIm-U iiur iocl [7 -El iluyii), 
j-.jLuph tul.ui: J..l.lj^ to tJi<j l ■ j r ■ b j i- 1 L 10 J: .ruL^iloni to he "[jfu^tnitcf". An atU;riiMj ior oUiry's .juntjca- 

t ion 1^ ! 1 h'irk ■+ I Ml:/ t ! ion jo O t U. K Iilj ii-j to , h^jurlti. 

Thoi>t.- & u jf i^ro^t 1 n J :=t of <- !j. Mih: of 1 1 iorii mi ijy fjvan i >o t r 110 {al t tiouijh I t.u:;puOt not . ' 'ut 
tli^-y can't h^'jjh '■>■ tfi.r. A -ri;' attempt to ri.coiicilo ttt.m 1 noFtodiu lo ly iiivulvo^. 01 10 1 in j tabyfinth of 
ai .oln.jut ios .iiu! ;,)■:: 1 il i Aulu Ii i ujii. It ii> ho-lti-r to Licco[Jt those stanos tor wtiat they clj;ifly aru: t ^o 
1 1 1 ver Mont tr ^uli 1 101 iu t 01 ;ai ■ J 1 o j Jo^Ub v,- . iK;h ' vol u piokotJ up 1 ly I wi't * it f 1 011:11 1 VjT I luf ^. 1 i! IS puSi;t» <io 
pr ol )lo l fi for ■» |o ;j . .1 1 ap; a oach fi t ho ■ "o^ .( jo Ik : t ho i' J-.it 1 v 1 1 y sluru:s v/oro imsi.t 1 od tor pur | x>Si;S ail- 
Ooiino;:tco L >-.lth "history" .l;. ;:><: ul 11 l-^r :jt af kJ tho It:* hi. [- 1 r \*\ -cull t ur y UdilKi .vuoM riot :isk of sucli a 
Gtory, "hi it truoV", hut LittoT, " -\\i<X ho ■ it nioao?" hi torrn:, of lustoricjt tact, '.vo don'l l.nuw 
'.■;lu;fi; Ji Lj' J^i OMLj ! k >i J 1, . ii 1. ! i:;m 01 il y ;,i iL-i,:". at V. ho 11 ( M 1 y : JIIol ■ I "a 1 o( [ J A I J )• I '1 it t h I o oj It tr J . 1 iJ y 
.-i:.li to onntoi.ipl Jti tin-; tjc t: ..houl '1 nnlos L-, M'' ol 1 1 10 small Urvn of ■J.iZa((.-lh in ^I.iIiIlo is .:ji 
fj von Si 1 ha 1 1 of t o .'. 1 ]. 1 1 ii n,:!'!.', ji rjt 00 ihi.i' lout a II y, lb a Jt^ 1 '" J o t h |., j hur 1 1 "■ 

This ha-J run uii ah.mt ,rj fojv; at; I Ihou jttt It would; Tli.it ht. lo ^ay, too loii.j. I'll U >•-' Lhul 

OS ail i;XC11L.O t l j ( : A :i ,t> ■ I 1 i " M ■ .' . | I I M S l.hiii:, i It houi ;h f he; Vt\ :>o 1 1 I o t I: no Cul 1 ^ t r a J 1 1 1 l. If I vol vol I L iS 

v/oll. iJoxt ttiiie, no 'Ion! 1. J tfnid Hhj v iM !k. tor jiv. n, in^^nitii h L i:, I havt dono so aajuh l.latlii i 
ii i.j already. 




SIliX^lAL BmTUH-o^-HOJJ'J lACii KIl^L^H: No joke... no K rank-arid -ijh-nu;; t , no 
nothing. Ju»t a few polntleiiS 1 lkos to inake 11 appear that thi:i i4i,:u h 
been evened out. (it hadn't, really.) 
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No, folks, not that kind of emergency - I*m not broke araln 1 I'm not 
folding. . . .however, 

I am writing this on May 18, When I arrived home from work, I discovered 
that our house had been broken into and we had been robbed. It appears that 
they took very little of valuei One camera, some jewellery, and just possibly 
(curiously enough) some maill I guess they thought I had checks lyintf around.... 

Anyway - It's all Insured and it's no big deal. However. I did have all 
the moves for all the games out on the desk, and they were a complete mess 
from having been rifled . I know for a feet that at least two lette rs were 
stolen - both were unopened and in envelopes that looked like checks. (They 
weren * t « They just happened to be In brown enve lopes . One was B ruce Llnsey 's 
last TRAX, the other was in fact empty -I'd already removed the contents and 
re-sealed the envelope as a philatelic cover). 

But you must obviously understand that I cannot possibly remember all 
of the Items on my messy, cluttered desk. And, since It is theoretically 
possible that the thieves grabbed a batch of mail rather than the two known 
"check-like" envelopes, I must operate as though any missing move was stolen 
rather than actually missed* 

Therefore, In any game in which a move has been missed this time, an 
extension la being granted* The extension will be for two weeks, alter which 
(when/if the misaing move is replaced) the game will be updated by flyer and 
later re-Integrated Into the magazine. 

I'm sorry for any hassle - but 1 think it's only fair. (incidentally, 
I write this before I "ve finished transcribing the moves, so I actually don 't 
know just how much of a hassle we're looking at here.) 

Oh - and, just in case the moves were really missed, I will be calling 
standbys in any case involved. Don't be offended,, I'm just playing it r.afe. 



////////////////////////// 



QUICK FILLER 

In attempting to be excused from the jury in a local murder trial, one 
person stated to the judge that he considered it punishment to have to serve 
as a juror, and in any case he didn't have time. When asked why he didn't 
have time, the man replied, "Because I have a garden and it needs to be 
watered, " 

Such civic responsibility is probably quite without precedent. (inci- 
dentally, he was not excused for "haitlship. " However, during voir dire, 
one of the attorneys rejected him. I trust the garden is thriving....) 



FRANK AND ERNEST Bob Thave* 
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FROM i 

Bruce Jin y '■'on r.id t whrn I iv u-J your -1^1 t-ji.-L.-n t t tw t .you hop«..i 1 b,- 1-i j • 1 OJr... t ■ ,y 

Alliance A £a ini.it Cancel- wonl d lai-jo over ilOud foi ■ ii^it-r :v ; a i -cl j 4 
my ini t. i al reaction wat: , "UL oh . t al k aUjul your 1 n, jo l ^ I bl -r f r oah» " Hww i; v t .| , it U 
likely tl t at we will t-j rai^Lrif/ ^e-.'L-ral hundred dollars for the can^, e.iven th t - 
bal Id t^ and j_] ed£e & t hat have recently teen coming In. I'd 1 i ke 1u urpe all 
Costa-g u ana readers one iinal time to jjisj^iie Send in a ballot and, if jiou'rt so 
inclined, a pledge. Thanx to Conrad ' s toundl^s t vn---rosity , another QO^y of thu 
ballot should l>d included in thi^ i^sue. 

In tin/ latest i iMj-ue oi his zirie, John Oaru^o has raised & f *[) 0 d point about iht.- 
cancer pledge d ri v t . Hf notes thai ^ome cl jai'i t ie s a re iiot 1 e t ?i ti mat e , and "has 
re jjrin ted ;± ne wspapo r article ei t in^ one so - ca] led chari ty t the "Lin J te.J Cancer 
Council, T ncoi'i^iatcd" f which turned out to be ^[.ending 93;£ of its funding on mail 
sol i c.i tation ± . 

It was for just thi^ ivas;>n that l.inda Co urt ejr.an Che and I wore Careful to select 
a legitimate eirid efficient charity or^arj i zat i orj , which uses Its funding widely. My 
n;bcarch rev eal ta the following brc akdo wr. of ex]n. fJ d i 1 ure: s for the American Canctr 
SoGie ty . (The e are the Mas^at:hu Se tt t= figures • th-~- national perceii ta£?e.s wil 1 vary 



AAAERICAN 
CANCER 
? SOCIETY" 



1986 



Expenditures 




These l'i ( mre:i clearly iudicat e that the funding lor the ACJ ia well sfur.t (oniv 
lDf fur jriajw'eir^tit and sol ic i \ ati on , hardly an excessive amount ) . So 1 1> anyon. who 
may have worried about our se 1 ,. r 1 1 ,n i ploai. L - be- Ui^ured that it l - a car«-i ull j 
Considered choice. And many thank., to John for o-i.-ivs^in^ a v a l id Concern. 
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I. Eric asked today If he could go play with the /?:lrl across the street, 
and Jean said, "Yes, but do you look both ways before you cross?" And with 
his usual silly grin, ttric replied, "Yesl iiee - I'm not dead yet!" 

IT, The other evening Jean served a particularly good dinner - meat, 
□alad, fruit, milk, potatoes - you know, the epitome of a "balanced diet" 
photo In the textbook, only much tastier. Hoss and I loved It, Eric took 
a very careful look and announced, "Mom, this dinner is okay, but there are 
just too many good— for-ine things he ret *' 

BOSS DEFT , 

Not an anecdote. Merely a nice moment. The other day Jean and I f^ot 
a letter from the principal of Ross* school* 

"Your son has been selected by his classmates and their teacher to be 
honored at the Facific Beach Elementary School Student Recognition Cere- 
mony, The award will be presented on Hay 20 at 7O0 a.m..**** 

Apparently this is an occasional event and reflects a form of popularity 
contest among class members - based on their perceptions of such things as 
helpfulness In class, general attitude of sharing - you know, all the "pood" 
qualities, I presume (though don't know) that it is the teacher's respon- 
sibility to guide this process In such a way that (e,g«) the class bully is 
not oelected merely because the kids are afraid of him/her, etc. 

Actually, I really don't know what this represents in formal terms; 
I do know that it Is not a "unique" honor (there will be children from other 
classes present) and it is not the first and only such ceremony (this Is 
the third, I think, this year). But still - those facts may in fact make 
it better. I have no Interest In having ray son placed on a pedestal. But 
there is a certain Joy In receiving a letter telling us that our son will 
be formally honored for the strong points in his "human relations" person- 
ality. 

Sure he's bright and cute and a subject of great pride to us. But I 
think, above all other qualities, I am most joyous that he also happens to 
be nice. And if I had to make a choice, I would gladly and almost gleefully 
trade Ross* mind if It were required to maintain his Inherent warm kindness. 

Ross is one of those children who can drive you absolutely crazy with his 
overbearing intensity - he is so thoroughly verbal that he overdoes It at times. 
Everybody loves Ross for a while* many love him for long stretches. But there 
are some who cannot handle his almost constant "active** mode: what to some is 
Brilliant Verbalization is to others Constant Chattering* Ross' great burden 
will be that, as he grows beyond precocious cute into adolescence, he will 
have to learn to cope with those who do not care for his style. I had the 
same problem. And I suspect Ross will come out better than I did, which 
is to say that I hope some of what I learned ("the hard way") can be used 
to help my son avoid the pitfalls. 

With luck.*,. 

/./././././././•/./-/-/./-/./«/-/•/-/-/ 

If those of you who are here for the games are still awake, it's your 
turn. Let's playl 
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"JIHAD" (Thomas Marshall) 

This game Is cancelled. I 'a truly sorry, but It has proved not to be 
viable, and 1 am convinced that I am not an appropriate Gamesmaster for it 
at this time- The long start-up process took Its toll, and the fact that I 
no longer have accesss to the Inventor (he's off on a long-term dig In Mexico) 
plus the inferior game material I have to hand, makes me think this Is the best 
course* 

Obviously, 1 started this game with wholly inadequate preparation. But as 
it sUnd&f we're down to four active players, and that f s after just one move. 
There Is no way a game can be rendered viable under those conditions » 

Please accept my apologies. In addition. If anyone Is a COSTA subber 
solely on the basis of this game, I do hereby offer a full refund of any 
sub fees paid, plus reimbursement for your estimate of actual expenses In 
trying to play. 

On the other hand - that is the END OP THE HKALLY BAD K KM£ . . ■ ■ 




Oh. lovety— fuil Hie hundredth lim« you'v* ° n '^6; fifth lillO?" 



rr«umjyfc~J to tul »v*iyor»* - 4 h«od oft LL 
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WORLD WAlf I lib (Wilson 3. Blssell) - Winter 21 ]0 

As stated last time, this fame is under new management. The Cuest Cames- 
master is UAVIJj ANDKHiJON, P.O. Box 376 1, Fontiac, HI >tB059-?76l« 

Owirift to a few errors last time - mainly very stupid ones on my part. (I'm 
Conrad, by the way) - It was decided to hold the current print to jur,t adjust- 
raenta, Th Is will undoubtedly make the transition a bit smoother. 

Last ti/no, I Jul t; credited three supply centres, and the builds chance 
accordingly* Judan belongs to Warsaw Pact, not Union of 1 3.Af,; and Hungary 
and Poland (didn't I just finish screwing one of those up the year before?) 
also belong to Warsaw, not U33fl . Lio - U.S.A. removes two, Warsaw builds 3 
and IJ.jjR builds three . All other eval uatlons we re correct as shown „ 

AUSTRALIA (tirlc Ozog)i builds f n.s.w., f w,austr, 

BI^^TL (.James Wall); builds a mato f^rosso, a belem. Tries al30 to build 
f bahla, but there's already an army there, r.o plays one short, 

CANADA (Konrad Baumeister?) i NMfl, GM removes f lab. sea, f rten.str,, a ore. 
This position now lapses Into civil disorder, 

PERU (Jim Burgess) i build f ecuador, f Inca* 

UNION OF 3.AF. (Don Swartz) : Removes f moz.ch,, f w.incKo. 

USSR (Hare Peters)* builds f nissia (Nfl), f ^eorp;la. One short. 

MAR3AW (Mark Frueh) t builds f yugo, f poland. One short, 

WE3T AFRICA (Andy Llsehett)i no change. 

KUR^COMMOH MKT. (Mark 3. Keller)* no change. ( I knew I skipped a line!) 

Draw proposals last time vere wiped out. New proposals for Spring 2111: 
US3 R/E'ERU/BRAZ IL/aU3TRALIA 

U53n/rERU/BnAZIL/AU3THALlA/U.^J .AF./WA FtSAW 
VSS R/Vtil RU/BRAZ IL/A USTRA LIA/WA R3A W 

U3SR/PERU/BRAZIL/AUSTmLIA/U.S.AF./WAftiAW/t:UR.C0M t MKT ( So how come you're 
mad at Andy?) 

CUE3T CM. TO WORLD* HI, guys. If you would like to telephone orders in, then 
call (313) 338-7969 between 5-9 p.m. flastem time weekdays - on weekends, you 
take your chances. But If you call when I *m not home, then leave your number; 
and then 1*11 call back collect, you refuse the charges, and call ine back. 
It works for me 11 If you don * t have your orders in on deadline day , then 
I'll collect-call you to get them. On deadline day, I'll accept calls until 
10 p.m. Eastern, j u &t in case. On mall orders — orders must be in by deadline 
day, I will do the pane on deadline day, or the day after at worst, and mail 
to Conrad. ■Nuff said? 



FRANK AND ERNEST 0°t> Thawei 




15" MAKING THf 
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GAME (Hallway Rivals, "II Crescendo") - Build round 5 

A few notes (also applicable to ituoallorie" and, eventually, "Hotellerie*" 

bef ore we atari- 1 

1, Builds are allowed during the operating rounds, The amount allowed 
for builds will be specified per turn. 

2. 3pecial runs do come up from time to time; you definitely do need to 
allow for them* As an example. In ■Pimmallone, * Paul Gardner has on this move 
set himself in the driver's seat for any special runs to Mexico. There is a 
very strong probability that he will, at some point, gain a real advantage from 
this. 

3« I freely confess that, at this point, I don't know very much about 
running the operating stages. However, by the time w e get there, I will. 

Now - last move in 'Crescendo' saw one slight mis-computation of revenue, 
Par Hex 11^, Dyfed pays 3 (2 for the half-hex plus I for junction) to Ho-Ho. 
It*s all a question of track built In the same round (l per half-hex) versus 
track in place from a prior round (2 per half-hex). Credits adjusted. 

HO-HO-HQ (Doug Brown, brown)i 5 a. (F59) - HbOj (Ml?) - J18. 5b. (J18) - 
Wolverhampton* (Nottingham) - D52 - E52. 5c. (E52) - E^fl - Doncastert 
(A 56) - Derby. 

PISTOL'S PULLERS (Paul Gardner, green) 1 5 s - (I20) - 121 - H21 - H2^. 

5b. (H2*0 " 5c (D26) - D2? - A29 ~ Newport . 

DkUTSCH (Brian Longstaff, red)i 5a- (l^O ~ - Hiiii* {Manchester} - 

H6 - G6 - Bolton. 5b. (B52) - D53 - Hottinghara. 5c (Preston) - 

B4 - Liverpool. 

PYTHON (Don Del Grande, black) 1 5a. (lib4) - E65 - D65 - D67 - C66. 5b. 

(C68) - B6S - Oxford j (Nottingham) - D52. 5c (L9) - Manchester, 
DYFKD (David Watts, quasl-blulsh-puce) * 5a- (Stoke) - £11 - E10. 5b. (E10) 

C9. 5c (B6V) - B671 (D9) - D7i (D60) - Leicester, 

REVENUES DEUTSCH, ^? +6 (Hull) +3 (Python 18) -i (Pistol C53) -1 (H0H0H0 D53) 
+1 (Python U53) - 55. PYTHON, h& -3 (Deutsch 18) -1 (Deutsch D53) "3 
(H0H0H0 D52/3) - ^1, DYFliD, h-5 -2 fHoHoHo (Ell and D?) - 43. PISTOL, 
3^ +6 (Newport) +1 (H0H0H0 E50) +1 (Deutsch C53) - **2 . HOHOHO, 5# 
+2 (Dyfed Ell and D?) +l(Deutsch D53) +3 (Python Iti) -1 (Pistol E50) 
- 63. 

Note ray Interpretation of payments in D53» Both Deutsch and H0H0 got 
to that hex on the seventh move this round, thus cancelling reciprocal payment 
for the junction^ On the 8th move, Deutsch built into Nottingham alongside 
HqHq "s half-hex of track in D53 built on the ?th move, thus paying one to 
the latter. Similarly on the eighth move. Python came up from Nottingham 
while Deutsch came into itt thus, again, the payment for the junction cancels, 
but Python owes Deutsch one for the parallel half -hex In D53, whereas Deutsch 
does not pay for the simultaneous half -hex built inside the Nottingham hex. 
And note also that Python is following H0H0 by a mere one turn through D53 a rid 
into DS^r a total of three half -hexes paid - but no jiayment for the junction, 
which occurred in Nottingham. 

Wasn't that fun? 

ROUND SIX THUOVTSi 6-6-5. Ar| d then we can all go unpack that rolling 
stock and start running over stray cows.... 

PRESS PROM HO-HOi Especially love the English map! By the way. Stoke Is 
such a big rail center because HoHqHo founded a center there and Deutsch and 
Dyfed and Pistol all joined in. Why else. Uncle Connie? 
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((Well, actually, I looked Stoke up In ray encyclopaedia - after I'd done 
the last issue - and!, guess what? It is^ a major rail centre! Although you'll 
note that Derby and Nottingham have pretty well taken over here (1^53 Is one 
bloody KXPKNSTVfc: hex)) 

FftOM DAVIDj No, I'm not going to say too much about the other players' progress 
as it would help them too muchl I would expect both DMJT3CH and PISTOL to be 
headed for 165, on the way to London, picking up Peterborough on the "ay; I 
hope PISTOL hasn't gone NW from Stoke! I need to shorten my lines round Blr^ 
mingham eventually, but while there's no-one else going SW ((oh?)) there's 
little point. But is PISTOL heading for London via L26 and Oxford? If so. 
I've got some re-thinking to do. But he also needs to go NW from Sheffield - 
PISTOL needs throws of 10,10,10 next round] HOHOHO 's moves - If he's pone Tor 
16$ It will not make DliUTSCH and PISTOL very happy - but maybe he's going via 
G69, Can't see how I can get into the quarter, but the other four will all 
be there* so maybe I don't need to bother, PYTHON 's Derby-^lanehester line is 
a very useful one which doesn't get built as often as it should; a purist would 
point out that It should go via M1Q, not L10, but it hardly ever does! 

// // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // 



TWO SERIOUS INTER HUlTlOHS 



THE FIRST, AMD HOST S£RI0U3 OF Alii Perhaps some of you will recall when, 
last year, I briefly adopted John Walker's games from THK ALAMO CITY TIMES 
during a period when he wag undergoing radiological treatments Tor a malignant 
tumor? If you remember this, you will also remember/ that we COSTA friends 
turned cartwheels of/ joy when John's therapy proved successful and he was 
able to take his games ha ck? 

Well, I must now advise you that John's games are coming back to COGTA 
once again, and stand-ins will be called for- his positions in COSTA games. 
It Is unfortunate, but true, that the cancer has re-appeared In another locale, 
and John and Fatty will now be forced to undergo another series of treatments. 
As before, I have the fullest confidence that this is a brief interlude (how- 
ever unpleasant it may be), and it is of course understood that these games 
will go back to John the very second he can handle then. Ditto his playing 
positions. 

But what upsets me most Is the tone of John's letter. Whereas last year 
he was his usual flip and silly self (okay, maybe it was defensive, tut so 
what?), this time I see nothing but sheer depression. John summarly.es his 
Impending therapy (an experimental program, followed — if that fails - by 
standard chemotherapy). He does so in words that make me think he thinks it 
ain't gonna work. And I'm quite sure he would rather that 1 not publish all 
of this, but - well, I'm really sorry if I offend you, John, but I consider 
It absolutely vital. You have too many friends In my audience for me to 
gloss over this one* We want to stand by you. If we cannot do so medically, 
at least we can do so spiritually and emotionally. 

John and Patty are at US\9 Corlan Oak, San Antonio, TX 78219* Please 
let them know you care. I suspect that "phone calls aren't appropriate just 
now (though I could be wrong), but I guarantee that warm letters won't hurt 
a thing* 

John - of all the unimportant things - your games will be fine, I guar- 
antee that. Work on getting well. And once you do, come on back and drive 
us nuts with your typical Idiocy. That's what we really want - YOU. 
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THE 5KC0ND, AND WHOLLY UNIMPORTANT IN LIGHT OF THE FOHfcKOING i There will be 
two games briefly stalled In these pages; I think they will both appear by 
flyer rather quickly once I notify people of the Items lacking; 

L'HOTlLaXEHIfc] POIirrUGAI;;ti (Railway Rivals 5HX) - One player Is having 
a. problem with the start-up, I have clarified his questions by return mail, 
and await his orders. When they arrive - It shouldn't be long - I will print 
a flyer and get this thing rolling. Rough guess, a week. 

RETUHM J. MEIG^ (Rather Silly) - Having now worked out all the moves on 
file for all games, it appears that only this one suffers from a possible 
"stolen" move, per the burglary announcement earlier* Tn addition, John 
Walker will need to be iitood. in for- So I beg a brief Indulgence (yes, I 
know, I've already had thia one on stall for a bit) while I sort things out. 
Please be patlen t . 

////////////////////////////// 

GAME US48?G (Railway Rivals, "rimmallone*') - Build round 5 

DGW (David Watts, al most-aqua) i 5a. (Til) - V10 - Wll - Y10 ((l short))* 
$b* (Y10) - C46 - 5c. (T29) - Omaha - V29 - 231. 

D0CT0H (Don Del Grande. Black}* 5a. (M9) - tt8 - K?*, (W15) - Wl^. 5b. ( K?) - 
Los Angelesi (HI**) - X13 - 5c. (Yl4) - A 53 - %53 - Buttaj (l*33) - 

i32. 

ACHTUNG (Brian Longstaff, red); 5a. (L9) - L? • 5 13 - ( L ?) " L 5 - N^, 5c 

(N4) - 04 - 02 - San Francisco; (03) - Sacramento . 
HOBOKEN HOBO HOMliB (Doug Brown, brown) 1 5a. (Portland) - Y3 - X3i (Milwaukee) 

Chicago, 5b. (Chicago) - V39 - St. Louis. 5c. (Minneapolis) - V29 - 

Omaha. . 

HOG WIID (Paul Gardner, Green): (L.A.) - J5 - K5s (K29) - OJcla.City - H30, 
5b, (K5J - L5 - CM+ - 02. 5c. (02) - San Francisco ; (San Diego) - 
F7; (H30) - 

Paul, note how I realigned your moves to match the actual throuu? Makes 
no practical difference, but looks batter. Also In 5c you ordered to tl31 and 
Q33f which wouldn't work - I compromised on <^32. 

We have, of course, long since given up worrying about penalties for mls^ 
written orders. Inasmuch as (a) this game Is a learning experience for many of 
us, and (b) Brian has been operating all along with the wrong map. (David 
thinks you have the German Schmidt version, which has several flaws and many 
alterations, though I gather those flaws do not Include the omission of Santa 
Fe, which makes me wonder exactly which map you did have..,.) 

RKVfcKUE i ACHTUNG , 31 +6 (Sacto) -IP. (HogWild L5/S.F.) -1 (Doctor, L?) " 2'+. 
HOBOKEN, 68 +1 (DGW, £31) +1 (DGW, B^+o) - ?0 . DCW t 39 +1 (}logHIld, i}J2) -1 
(Hoboken, Z3l) "1 (Hoboken, B*+0) - 3#- I*>CT0H, 39 +1 (Achtun^, V?) - 39. 
HOG WILD, 56 +6 (San Francisco) +12 (A chtung, L^/S.F. ) ~1 (DGW, ) - 73. 

Note the commutation for the parallel builds Omaha/HIrmeapolia . As I com" 
pute it, all payments pre else ly cancel until the very last move j at that j»oint t 
DGW parallels Hoboken for half a hex in Z31» whereas Hoboken's parallel is in 
the city of Omaha, Thus the net dirference is 1 to Hoboken. A very cheap 
parallel, If you ask me - nothing at all like Nottingham In "Crescendo." 

ROUND SIX THROWS 1 Use a 1^- sided die, and you geti 9 - 13 - ?. 
Ideally, of course, we'd have had larger throwa all along, thus obviating 
the necessity for these massive "terminal dibits - but, hey, we're learning. 
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and It would seem increasingly obvious that the one doing most of the learning 
Is your humble "photocopy engineer." 

FROM DAVID i With DOCTOR heading SW from Salt Lake, that means he, HOC WILD and 
ACHTtINC will be getting in each other's way, so I have to go both NE and NW . 
This not only cracks HOBOKEN 's Great Northern monopoly, but may bring a big 
bpnus If DOCTOR heads NW from Wl^ as Hell. It leaves me with a lot of loose 
ends to be tied into cities or other people's networks, but our kind CM- Is 
now giving big rolls so 1 should be able to anchor most of them in Round 6, 

({Oh - did I neglect to remark that, for you, round 6 rolls are 2-l-£?)) 

" ■ it » o if • * ! r *» » . it an if . . j { a a ft * » ! f bo * + | j - » J i Dq | J 

GAME 1986Bcn0 5 (Cllne 9-Man, "William Rufus deVane King") - Fall 190^ 

AUSTRIA (Kevin Tlghe)i a aer-mm . a. _bul s_ser-rum , a bud -gal . 

BARBARY ( Jake Walters)* a lib-alg. w w,atl - iri. f mid s w.at - lri» 

f . jor-gja ((no coast spec,)) f ant.3. - w.atl. 
ENGLAND (David Andersoh)i f nth-den 0 f nwg c edi-nwy, a edl-nwy . f bot 

5 GBR den-awe , f en^-bre . 
FRANCE (Jeff Hoffioan)j a. Pfrr-bre . a bur-mar * 

GERMANY (Michael Pustllnik) * a vie s ITA adr-trl. a bel h. a ruh s bel. 

a den h. f hel-nth. f nwy 3 hel-nth . f hoi s hel-nth* 
ITALY (Robert Acheson)i f w.rae-ion, f tyn-nap. f aeg-bul sc, a gre s aeg- 

bul ■ a trl-ser . f adr-trl . a pie -mar ■ a spa s pie -mar * 
PERSIA (John Crosby) 1 f ara ee - ln.o. a egy s ion-lib. f lon-llb, f eth 

h. f 3 tined - ere. 

RUSSIA (Conrad von Metzke)* f mos h, a rum s gal -bud . a. ^al -burl % a ukr-fgtl * 
TURKEY (Robert O'Donnell)* HMR . f bla, a arm, a geo h. 

NOTE NEW ADDRESS 1 Bob O'Donnell, 615 Front St., Klamath Falls, OR 
9?601. His miss this time Is strictly the result of his move, and Simon's 
inability to call hlmj no standby is needed, 

RETREATS I Eng F Nth - Ska, Yor, Lon, o.t.b. Aus a bul - con, o.t.b. 
Adjustments may be conditional, 

REG RETTA BL Y , I am unable to provide a supply centre chart this time. 
Please be prepared for a. special flyer to follow in a few days, at which time 
the appropriate totals will be revealed. 

//////////////////////////////////////// 
THE SUICIDAL SUNI THE TERG I VERSATORY TAPIK 

Game end statements and charts on these 
two games will have to wa.it one more Is- 
sue. They are typed; I simply don't have 
space owing to poor planning. Please do 
not have kittens. 
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GAMS 19fl&n-b32 - Gunboat ("Schuyler Colfax") - Winter \90n 

Note that the Italian army Paris was squelched. 

The Russian F Den and the Ita A Vie retreated off -board. 
The Russian F Kie retreated to Berlin, and the Italian F Mid 
slithered into Portugal. On this basis, both France and Italy 
remain even, 

-ENGLANDi Build. f Ion. Has i a's swe, stp, hoi; f's Ion, nth, mid, eng, kie, 
den, bel { 10) . 
FRANCEi Has i a's gas, bur, pari f's pic, spa. sc (5)* 
ITALY; Has i a's tri, van; f's tyn, ion, alb, por (6). 
RIJl^IA: Has: a's mos, all, bar (3). 

TURKEY 4 Builds a smy, a ank, Has i a's vie, ser, bud, smy, anki f's aeg, adr, 
sev, gre, eas (10) . 

ITALY TO TURKEY i You bullyl Why don't you pick on somebody your own size? 

ITALY TO BOARDi Caesar - we who are about to die - salute youl 

ROME TO BOA RDi The Italian military will fight to the bitter end. All we ask 
Is that our English and Russian friends avenge us. 

JAMULi Hey, cut the negative stufft It ain't over until the fat lady singsl 

JAMULi Who's that humming in the distance? Blrglt Nilsson?...* 

ITALY TO TURKBYi Admire thisl {Use your imagination.) Seriously, we can be 
civilized about this, can't we? 

/*/•/•/•/•/•/•/•/•/•/*/*/•/•/•/•/*/•/*/ 

CAMS 1985Ha - The Delirious Dlk-DIk - Fall 190? 

The draw proposals were defeated, and the Russian A Mos /r/ Lvn. 

AUSTRIA (John Walker) i a ftrfe s con-bul , a ann-sray „ a sev s ukr-mos* a con- 
bul, a trl s boh-tyo . a ukr-mos t a vie s boh-tyo. a mos-stp. a boh- 
tyo, a bud-ser. f bla-con. 

ENGLAND (Simon Blllenness) i a lon-hol, a bel s lan^hol. f kie s lon-hol. 
f eng s bel, f den s kie, f nth e lon-hol . 

FRANCE (Robert Acheson)i a gas-bur* a bur-mun* a mun-sil. f mid-bre. 
f spa. sc h» 

CWRMANY (Dan Gorham) t a ruh s hol-kie. f hoi -kle . 

ITALY (Pat Jensen)! a tyo-tri , a ven s tyo-trl» f ionpgre» f aeg s ion-gre. 
RUSSIA (Larry Botlmer)i a war h. a lvn s war. f bal-bot. 

Retreats; Aus a gre - alb, o.t.b. Aus a trl - alb, bud, o*t*b» And the 
Ger f hoi - hel, but It won't matter.**. 




ChUTRi^j : 



A i Hi vle t bud, ser, rum, bul, con, smy, ank, aev, mos , stp. Kven 

Ei 8j Ion, lvp, edl, nwy , den, kle, hoi, bel . Build two. 

Fi 6i par, bre, mar, spa, por, mun ? Build one (on file ) , 

G i 0 i OUT , 

I j St roni, nap, ven, tun, trl, gre. Build two. 
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[( : 3* war, 3we t ber. Even. 

Fat Jensen is back home for the summer, at 712 Minnesota Ave,, Albert Lea, 
MK ^6007. And, as noted on a previous page, John Walker is unable to continue 
for a while, so I am asking that the previous temi>orary substitute, Jake 
Walters, P.O. Box 106^, Brookline, HA 02i^6 t play the spot until John Is well 
a^aln. Hay It be soon* 

GERMAN IHPERIAL H.Q. i We surrenderl 

J A MUX. : And not a moment too soonl 

ENGLAND TO GERMANY i Congratulations on putting up such a stiff fi«ht. You 
had me double-guessing right up to the last moment. 

JAMULi Well said, 5imonI This gentleman is one heck of a fine tactician, and 
will always be - for as long as he chooses to be - a welcome addition to these 
pagesl The astonishment - and it's my fault - is that, though he lives barely 
a hundred miles from me, I*ve never met him! Would this summer be possible? 
I'm planning a "grand Introductory tour" to Include you, Nhan Vu and Fred 
Chang - Ken Hager was supposed to have been Included, but he fled east. 
How about a dinner, on me, at some mutually-agreed-upon spot in the L.A. 
basin In July? Dan? Nhan? Fred? 

// // /V // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // // 

CAMS 196jD - The Narcoleptic Nilgai (or Nondescript Nymphomaniac) {(or 
Necrotic Nasturtiums)) (((or Niggardly Negroid))) - Kail 1909 

All draws were squished. The retreatst Eng A Gas-Par, En^ F Kld-fclng, 
Ita A Mun-Bur, 

ENGLAND (Robert Creler) i a par a mar-bur. a mar-bur. f eng-bel , f bre h. 

f nwg-nat* f nwy - stp nc, 
FRANCE (Kevin Tlghe) i f_ppr s ITA naf-mld ((sic)), 

GERMANY (Paul Gardner) i a run s mun, a mun h, a kie s mun • a stp amuses 
Itself watching Sultan's futility, a fin-swe. f den s fin-swe, 

ITALY (Pat Jensen) i a bur-par, a tyo-nun . a spa-mar. a gas s bur-par. 
a pie s spa-mar. f rora h. f mid-lri. f wes-mid. f lyo - spa sc t 

RUSSIA (Conrad Hlnshall)i f s we h . 

TURKEY (Michael Pustllnlk)j a boh s ITA tyo-mun. a ber s ITA tyo-nun. 

a pru s ber. a gal-sll. a mos s ENtJ nwy-stp. a lvn s KNG nwy-stp. 
a rum-gal. a war s gal-sll. a ukr h. f bla h. f tyn-wes, 

Retreatsi GER a stp - fin, o.t.b. ENG a par - pic, o.t.b, RlJiJ f swe, 
never mind ■ ■ . * 

CENT HiC3 i 

St 6i Ion, lvp, edl , mun, ore, stp. Even. 

Ft 1 1 por* Even. 

G i 6s kie, mun, den, swe, hoi, bel* Even. 

Ii lOi ven, nap, rom, tun, mar, par, spa, trl, vie, pre. Build one. 

Hi 0j OUT* Ta, Connie..,. 

Tt 1 1 * con, smy P ank, bul t ser» rum, bud, sev, mos, war, ber. Even. 



And may w e have the build, the retreats, and Spring 1910 moves next time, 
please - conditional as appropriate? 
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ENGLAND TO KItAIfCE* With your la^t dyinfi f-;as]>, you may have chadded the courae 
of" the world forever. 

JAMULj Maybe* But something about that "dyin^ gasp" still seems viUl„, 00 
fcMGLAHLl TO IT A LY t K 3 ce job. A Turkish win now seems possible! 
// // // .* // // // // » // // - // // // // 
CAMS l^B^AC - The Bisexual Bear - Winter 1904 

Oh well. So I haven't ^ot that computer down yet.., 0 

We seen to have omitted 4<V^ of the English moves. The correct listing 
would have beeni 

a plc-bre- f ens 3 pic-bre, f stp nc a GEH nth-den ((sic)), 
f por s tare— .mid a f bre~mid 0 

On this basis I am holding the moves at Winter only, BUT with a special 
condition. All six of you have Spring 190.5 moves on file. If on the basis of 
the corrected English print-out, and the Winter adjustments, you wish to change 
those moves, you have until a SPECIAL BEA Ft -ONLY DEADLINE I WEDNESDAY, JUNE 10. 
On that date, I will adjudicate and print the Spring moves; If you've altered 
what I have, fine, If not, fine also. This will enable us to come to another 
out-of -synch deadline for Kali, but then re-Integrate with winter without loss 
of time. HaJte sense? 

Oh, by the way - In Fall "04 > the Italian move A Spa-ror failed* 

ADJUSTMENTS! Aug + f trl; Ita + f roiti, 

FRANCE TO H.M.i I wish I could make English units disappear like you did - 
gee t from 5 to 3 units! . . • . 

JAMULi Easy. (l) Buy a computer. (2) Buy a word-processing program. (3) 
Don't learn how to use either one of them properly, (4) Try to use them both 
at once, 

ITALY TO ENGLAND; Certainly you have the ability to write. I suggest you 
use your abilities! 

JAMlILi Yeah, well, you know hoH love Is - it stills the pen,,.. 
ITALY TO TUHKKYj Okay, ok^y! 

ITALY TO AUSTRIA j We uhall be fruitful and multiply - or is that fruitless, 
get AlDJ, and die. Tou^h, eh? 

ENGLAND TO TUFiKKYi Flease write, I'm open to suggestions on how I can help 
you . 

ENGLAND TO GUIiHANY ; May Allah be with you, budl 

////////////////-- — ---- // // // // // // // // - " 
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GAWE T966Q - The Convoluted Cassowary - Winter 1903 

Note that Bob O'lJonnell is now at 613 Front ^t. p 
Klamath Falls, OR 97601- 

Krom last season, Fre A Hun / r/ o.t.b,, Ger F Den 
/r/ Hel. 

MIG builds a Ion. GEfi removes a pic, a mlu ITA builds f nap, HlfS 
builds a irioG * 

It has been proposed, owlnp to COiiTA "s recent irregularity and potential 
future trouble, that this game be turned over to the Orphan (lames bureau for 
relocation at this time* A vote on this proiw.-ml io hereby called, and I 
assure you that I won't bat an eye at the result. In fact, just in case, I 
have already made arrangements for a eood, solid alternate home - one In 
which no fees whatsoever shall be charged to you. 

This one will be decided by a simple majority of those actually voting, 
I assure all of you, there will be no hard feelings ; I concede that CCGTA has 
come on hard times of late, and I cannot In all honesty grantee that we are 
yet fully out of the woods ■ So please vote honestly « 

IN FACT. To be sure of fair treatment, send your votes to a neutral 
third party, I hereby appoint as receiver Steve Lan^ley, 2296 Eden Roc Ln . , 
#1, Sacramento, GA 95825* Votes to him before next deadline, please, A tie 
will result in transfer of the game. 

Ho waver 1 To keep the game going as smoothly as possible, please send 
next raoves to me, J£ven If the game is transferred, I will adjudicate those- 
next raoves In a timely fashion to assure reasonable continuity* 

ENGLAND TO TURKEY t No, I'm not Sir Lancelot, I'm one of King Arthur's other 
knights, alias Sir Boss. 

TURKEY TO AUSTRIA* You*re far too generous! It *s far better to give than 
to receive. Allow me to give Itl 

RUSSIA TO JAMULi With some luck I can get back to the 5 units you f;ave me when 
I stepped Into this mess . 

ITALY t General Robert (Mussolini) Creler, speaking at the F-I-A banquet, pro- 
claimed Turkish fleets to be no cause for alarm, "We have bottled her up like 
a genie, and soon she shall regret the priority she has placed on naval vessels . 
Turning to leave, he reared and stated, "What damage can one woman hope to 
wreak upon man?" Leaving the banquet, he remembered - tearfully - to put his 
child -support check In the mailbox, 

ITALY TO FRANC Ei Thanks. 

ITALY TO HUliSIAi Impressive! You've even managed to f^et a build! One day 
I hope to visit with you ln this nice bar I know of In Constantinople* 

FRANCE TO JAMULj I shall remind you, Milllflcent Is In this ^me. Be thank- 
ful you don't know ^ [acey » " 

JAMULt Ah, but I do know "opacey ( " and am mightily plad for it. I can only 
rue the fact that nei ther of those ladles is single, and I donH live J000 miles 
closer, * « . 
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ITALY TO AUSTRIA: I wish to meet with you In Constantinople also. 

ITALY TO BOA RL> i Okay, drop everything. Gather your troops, and let's all 
take a boat i n p expedition to the bar in Turkey,,,, 

FRANCE TO ENCLAtJLJi Hy, my, co you * re not polriR to stab me, huh? And you've 
now f\ot a Russian toad to work with.* a. 

TSAR TO UULTAHESEi Are you MUllf Icent? 

JAMULt Yup, (Slfrh,) 

TURKEY TO JAMULi Spaeey is Linda Courtemanche , I'm MiUlflcent - something 
about a sorceress. I'm totally Innocent about such matters. 

JAKllLi Yeah. Sure, (Zapl ) 

TSAR TO JAMULi You're right, I've got to try to recover St.Pete, 

JAMULt Hey , I didn't say that! I just thought It! 

FRANCK TO HUSSIA i Hop, hop, slurp, and jump to the English tune, 

RUSSIA TO TURKEY t Hop, hop, kneedeep, kneedeep, Goround, ✓"O) 3LUURPJ 

ITALY TO TUHKEYi Are you In search of Sir Lancelot? You look the wrong way, 
maiden. Sir Lincolot reigns to the north. What you think haa appeared In 
London is none other than Sir Lance— very «-l I tt lei 

SOMrJrfRSRS TN THE UiiAL M0Uffi'AIH3 AT THE TSAR'S MOUNTAIN REF RISAT i "Sir, all our 
units have Infiltrated behind the enemy lines as you ordered . Now, as the 
enemy advances into our Russian hornelanct, we can tighten the noose of their 
demise . " 

CONSTANTINOPLE TO JAMULi But that's why I write thefn the way I dol 
JAMULi You mean lt*s intentional ?! 

N.Y. TO OREGON* My cossacks shall raid your supply linesj your army in northei 
UussLi shall starve to death! 

[ilISS IA s Rup; jui ce Is bet ter! 

JAMUL« HmiTL, I 'd rather .starve, 

RUSSIA TO Ci'Jtii'lANY i Do you want a temporary truce? Between our 2 fleets we're 
only outnumbered 2-1 vs. the English navy* 

/////////////////////////////////////// 

ON TAP FOR NEXT IJSIIKi More from Bnix on the Toll; Holinda on the Hoi u- 
caust i COr-iniSLTiVK Isr.uer.Foru/n members on the same j Ohrl s r ; reaver; on Diplomacy 
burn-out (a clar,:;lc piece! )j Ross and Eric on mommy's surgery and the burglary; 
and more of the usual rot. Please join us. 



unless otherwise s pecif £#d ' 
THE DEADLINE FOR ALL GAMBS IS 

WEDNESDAY 
JUKE 17, 1987 
(note the attempt to cut down on lead tisie?) 

//////// // // // // //////////////////// 

GAMEFIKpERi 



BEAR 
BTSSKL 




CASSOWARY 


35 


GOLKfcJt 


32 


CRESCENDO 


28 


DIK*#J&>? 


32 


HOTELLBRIE 


30 


JOHNSON 


soon 


KING 


31 


MARSHALL 


26 


MEIGS 


30 


NILGAI 


33 


PIMMALIONE 


30 


SUNI 


31 


TAPIR 


31 



And with FANXSKft » LODOISKA and THE 
AUTISTIC AOUDAD to come, this outfit to 
keep us hopping* 



ONWAHDl 



